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26pc 3/4"Sq Drive Socket Set 
12pt Metric/Imperial 


24V 1/2”Sq Drive Cordless 
Impact Wrench 441Nm ^ 


3pc High Leverage 
Pliers Set 




Removes wheel nuts on the 
roadside with no compressor or 
mains source required. 

Superbly balanced tool with side 
handle and vibration reducing grip. 
24V 2Ah Ni-MH battery 
pack and 80 minute 
charger. 

Model No. CP2400MH 

List Price £259.95 


Second 

Battery 


Contents: 200mm 4 
Long Nose Pliers, 
175mm Combination 
Pliers, 160mm Side 
Cutters. 


DuoMetric® 


Metric: 22-46mm. 
Imperial: 15/16"-1-3/4* 

Model No. AK2582 

List Price £236.95 


Model No. CP2400MHP 
List Price £103.95 


Model No. AK8376 

List Price £44.95 


7pc 1/2"3/4"Sq Drive 
Torque Multiplier Set 

• Robust construction with 
1/2"Sq drive female input and 
3/4"Sq drive male output. 

• Accurately delivered torque 
multiplication factor of 1:6.5. 

• Compatible with a wide range 
of drive tools including torque 
and ratchet wrenches. 

• Includes straight and 90° 
reaction bars, reaction base, 
two breakaway adaptors* and 
L-type hex key. 

• Model No. AK6290 

• List Price £519.95 


Powered by 12V battery or 
connected via 12V supply on 
vehicle. 

Tank is manufactured using 
chemical resistant material and is 
fitted with tank drainage spout for 
draining unwanted contents. 
Suitable for use with a variety of 
different agents including weed 
killer, de-icer and for spraying 
fertilizer. 

Model No. SS98 

List Price £229.95 


18V Cordless 
Grease Gun 


Farm Jacks 


12pc Lock-On™ Combination 
Spanner Set - Metric jk 


Suitable for screw f 
type and standard L 
400g cartridges, 
manual or bulk filling. 
Features LCD battery 
condition indicator, air 
bleed and heavy-duty 
aluminium pressure head. 

Model No. CPG18V 

List Price £223.95 


Feature specially 
machined flutes in 
the walls of the ring end 
which enable use on up to 
85% rounded fasteners. 
Contents: 8-19mm. 


Model No. AK63921 

List Price £74.95 


220bar Pressure Washer 600ltr/hr 
6.5hp Petrol 


44pc 

Hammer-Thru 
Screwdriver, 
Hex Key 
& Bit Set 


5mtr Pressure / 
hose, Imtr gun / 

and lance and I 

adjustable nozzle. I 
Low-pressure liquid! 
detergent injection sys 
Flow Rate: 600ltr/hr. 
Pneumatic tyres. 
Supplied with tools 
and full instructions. 

Model No. PWM2500 

List Price £584.95 


Reversible ratchet mechanism 
enables jacks to be used for 
lifting or lowering. 

Upper jaw is adjustable on 
beam, allowing jacks to be 
used as a clamp. 

Versatile and lightweight units, 
suitable for pulling tree stumps 
and tensioning fences. 

Max. Jacking Load 
@ <300mm Lift: 2500kg. 

Max. Jacking Load 
@ 300-500mm Lift: 2000kg. 
Max. Jacking Load 
@ >500mm Lift: 1500kg. 


Model No. S01106 

List Price £47.45 


OFFERS WILL BE WITHDRAWN WHEN STOCK IS SOLD. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE PRODUCTS AND PRICING AT ANY TIME. PRICES AND SAVINGS EXCLUDE VAT UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE. E&OE 


Rechargeable 


WEB 

VIDEO 


231-1500Nm 


£419.94 


FREE 

SECOND 

BATTERY 


2.5tonne 


£191.94 


Rechargeable 


Model 

No. 

Min./Max. 

Height 

List Price 

Exc. VAT 

Inc. VAT 

FJ48 

115/1030mm 

£88.45 

£59.95 

£71.94 

FJ60 

135/1350mm 

£102.45 

£69.95 

£83.94 
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Insurance 

Adrian Flux know how much you love 
your classic commercial vehicle, that’s 
why we are dedicated to finding you 
a policy, tailor-made to your own 


VINTAGE COMMERCIAL 
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0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Benefits available can include: 

■ FREE Legal Cover ■ Limited Mileage Discounts 

■ Agreed Value ■ Breakdown Cover 

■ Laid-up Cover ■ Club Member Discounts 

























































Above: Here’s a picture which illustrates my comments about trailers. The vehicle is on the Commercial Motor Show stand of Bowyer Bros of Congleton, 
displaying its‘Boalloy’products. We have a most interesting trailer, with a number of side-opening doors in its aLLoy-panelled van body. It’s on tandem- 
axle running gear and wasn’t it York Trailers which used that pattern we can just see of diamond-shaped holes in the Longitudinal beams of its trailer 
chassis for lightness? But that’s about as far as we can go. The trailer is coupled to an S21-cabbed Foden tractor unit, 555 XEH (Stoke-on-Trent, late 1962), 
in the livery of Carman’s Transport - still running its ‘Brit-European’ operations - which seems to have interested the cameraman (and maybe most of us 
enthusiasts as well) more than the trailer. I rest my case... (CHC aab387) 


O ne of the subjects we've been 
covering lately is bodywork, 
which we've seen has always 
seemed to play'second 
fiddle'to the lorry chassis, 
when it comes to the information supplied 
and, indeed, interest when it comes to 
putting together a caption for a picture in 
the magazine. However, without a suitable 
body on or in which to carry the load, a lorry 
is pretty useless, really, so maybe the bodies 
fitted deserve a bit better'crack of the whip' 
The same is certainly true of trailers, whether 
artic semi-trailers or'danglers'When writing 
about an artic, often the most I can come 
up with is'tandem-axle platform trailer'or- 
maybe guessing at the length -'26 ft platform 
trailer, fitted with four-in-line suspension'. 

This was a popular alternative to the tandem 
set-up during the early 1960s in particular, for 
its light weight and manoeuvrability, although 
I suspect many lorry mechanics might not be 
so keen... 

I've turned up what I think are some 
interesting 1960s adverts from trailer 
manufacturers for this month's 'Tailscene' 
and next month's Scenes Past is scheduled 
to look at artics, so we'll have to see if we can 
redress the balance, with a decent amount of 
information about the trailers - I'll do my best, 
but you might not want to hold your breath... 

If you've been waiting for the article on FWD 
SU-COEs, it will also appear next month (with 
Mack and Diamond T to follow), along with the 
promised memories of Maidstone & District's 


Postley Works, as long as I can get hold of the 
pictures I need... And to whet your appetites, 
we also have some previously un-published 
pictures of British Road Services vehicles 
among the interesting material we have to 
follow. We have plenty of good stuff lined up 
for you, both in Vintage Roadscene and the 
Road Haulage Archive series. 

In this issue, you will find several 'long' 
articles. I took the decision not to split too 
many articles into two or more parts. I hope 
readers will agree that this has been the 
better course of action, but I'm sure you will 
let me know if you disagree. You'll find a letter 
in 'Scene & Heard'from a reader who is not 
happy with the contents of a recent issue. 

I would be interested to hear whether you 
agree or disagree with him, and will see about 
adjusting the articles we include accordingly, 
if necessary. 

The letters section this month is bulging 
at the seams and I apologise that I've had to 
leave a couple of longer items until next time, 
but we'll catch up with David Watts'escapades 
with Dakins Removals and his and John 
Wheeler's thoughts on some items in recent 
issues next time. 

The latest RHA issue on'Well-Known Names' 
was most interesting to put together, not least 
looking for background information on the 
companies covered. It can be surprising when 
you find that you don't really know as much as 
you thought about an operator you've always 
recognised - and even more surprising when 
you can't find out more in previously published 


books, magazines or on the internet! 

As always, I would make the plea that if 
anybody has more information, can correct 
any mistakes, and especially if they have 
other pictures of any company's vehicles, 
please get in touch. We have access to plenty 
more pictures in various archives - including 
enough on one or two operators to fill a whole 
'bookazine', but it's always a case of'the more, 
the merrier'... 

With this issue you will find a special Events 
Guide, listing all this year's rallies, road runs 
and other events of interest to commercial 
vehicle enthusiasts. I hope you enjoy it 
and find the information useful. We will 
also continue our monthly updates in the 
magazine. 



The Motor Packing Co of Coventry was 
involved in the export of British vehicles for 
many years, with ‘CKD’ (Completely Knocked 
down) kits of parts in wooden crates, as well 
as complete vehicles, being packed up and 
sent around the globe. We re-visit a 1948 
article about the company’s operations, 
with some interesting pictures of complete 
vehicles and parts being crated up. 
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HAMPSHIRE'S HOME-BUILDS 


Ron Henderson tells us about a fire authority which built its own appliances. 



Above: One of the wartime Dodge dropside 
Lorry-based water tenders, following its in- 
house rebuild and the fitting of a Barton 
front-mounted pump, driven directly 
from the road engine. Considering the 
era, it was of a very modern design, with 
enclosed accommodation for five crew 
plus two additional seats at the rear in 
the open, one at each end of the portable 
pump. 


W hen Britain's fire brigades 
were returned to 
local control in 1948, 
following the disbanding 
of the National Fire 
Service, there was an urgent need for 
the replacement of obsolete pre-war fire 
engines and the plethora of rudimentary 
wartime standard fire engines. Government 
constraints on loans to councils and 
restrictions on raw materials ensured that 
the modernisation process would be a 
lengthy one. 

Initially there were long waiting lists 
for new chassis from manufacturers and 
coachbuilders and, to get around these 
constraints, some fire brigades rebuilt and 
modernised some of their own vehicles. The 
newly-formed county fire authorities also 
had to establish transport workshops to 
maintain large fleets of vehicles. 


Above: The penultimate example of the 22 Hampshire home-built fire engines based on 
Bedford S chassis. This one was initially assigned to ALresford but is displaying‘Divisional 
Spare’plates, suggesting it was part of the reserve fleet. The Low Level illuminating FIRE sign 
was a Hampshire characteristic. 


In some cases, when the transport 
workshop was situated adjacent to a fire 
station, the Home Office provided funding 
for the appointment of appropriate 
craftsmen, on the condition that they 
also manned one of the fire engines. 
Consequently firemen with appropriate 


trades, who were willing to take up a position 
in the workshop, were transferred. There was 
the incentive that they would retain their 
fireman's pay and pension agreements, with 
no shift work, so there was no shortage of 
applicants. 

Many conversions and rebuilds of old 
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HAMPSHIRE FIRE SERVICE 



Above: One of the 38 original Bedford 
TKfire engines built in the brigade 
workshops at Winchester. This one 
dates from 1964 and was stationed at 
Lymington.The style and quality of build 
matches any from the established fire 
engineering coachbuilders. 


Right: Eastleigh fire station in 1968, 
showing a trio of home-built fire engines. 
The Commer was a former Gloucestershire 
water tender, acquired in 1961 for 
spare parts, having been declared an 
insurance write-off. The workshops staff 
in Hampshire constructed a new cab and 
body, complete with fittings for a wheeled 
escape Ladder. The appliance on the far 
Left is one of two home-built Bedford TK 
foam tenders. (John C Thompson) 

appliances were undertaken by the various 
workshop staff, when time permitted, but 
Hampshire Fire Brigade offered a total 
contrast. Craftsmen were recruited from the 
general workforce and, during the ensuing 
decades, designed and built a whole range of 
fire engines for service in the county. 

Initially a series of wartime rudimentary 
Dodge water tenders, consisting of a 
dropside lorry with a water tank, crew shed 
and self-contained wartime trailer pump, 
were modernised in requisitioned premises 
at Kingsworthy, by the construction and 
fitting of a fully enclosed, streamlined 
limousine body. To further update them, 
they were later fitted with a front-mounted 
American-designed Barton pump, driven 
direct from the engine's crankshaft. 

While this programme was running, other 
appliances, on Commer, Dennis and Dodge 
chassis were ordered from the established 


fire engineering firms. New workshop 
facilities at Winchester provided more space 
and better facilities, promoting an expansion 
of the fire engine construction programme. 

In late 1955, a total of 23 Bedford S type 
chassis complete with front scuttles were 
purchased and new bodies were constructed 
from the ground up. Six of them were 
equipped to carry 50 ft wheeled escape 
ladders. Using existing pumps and other 
equipment from redundant fire engines, a 


complete machine worked out at several 
hundred pounds cheaper than buying from 
the established builders. The bodywork was 
finished in unpainted stucco aluminium. 

Continuing with Bedford products, in 
1962, the Hampshire Brigade decided to 
standardise on the newly-introduced Bedford 
TK chassis, purchasing a batch of chassis- 
front scuttles, on which once again bodies 
were designed and constructed in house. 
These were smart-looking engines with very 
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Left: Between 1971 and 1977, there were 
16 Jaguar-engined Dennis ‘D’ Series water 
tenders, which had bodies constructed in 
the brigade workshops. ALL were Later re¬ 
fitted with Perkins dieseL engines, starting 
with this one dating from 1971. It was 
pictured at Redbridge fire station in 1980. 


Below: The attractive style of the earlier 
Bedford fire engines was not perpetuated 
when this Bedford VAS control unit and a 
similar breathing apparatus tender were 
built in 1976. (J Clish) 


clean lines, streamlined roof and once again 
unpainted stucco aluminium finish. 

During the following decade, 36 water 
tenders and two foam tenders were 
constructed and distributed throughout the 
county. Following the completion of this 
programme, 16 Dennis D series chassis-cabs 
were purchased but, unlike previous builds, 
the full crew cabs were provided and fitted 
by Dennis Bros. Thereafter an assortment 
of Dennis RS and Bedfords were bought 
with factory fitted cabs, the workshops staff 
constructing the bodywork. 

The last two pumping appliances built 
by Hampshire Fire Service were a pair of 
Volvo FL614s, completed in October 1988 


and February 1989, while the last complete 


built or converted in the workshops 


appliance built was the last of three Volvo 
emergency tenders, completed in October 
1992. 

There were several other special appliances 


including dozens of light Land Rover 
appliances, which were converted to light 
off-road fire engines and rescue tenders. The 
Hampshire Fire Service appliance-building 


programme saved the County Council a lot 
of money and provided the ratepayers with a 
first class range of up-to-date purpose-built 
fire engines. 
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| Above: Between 1977 and 1979 six water tenders were constructed on Bedford TKGM chassis. Although built in-house they are difficult to 
distinguish from similar appliances built by Hampshire-based HCB-Angus Ltd. 
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MAKE YOUR CAR THE STAR 



SUNDAY 17TH JUNE, NORMAN PARK, KENT 


GET TOGETHER WITH YOUR FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS 
OR JOIN LIKE-MINDED ENTHUSIASTS IN ONE 
OF OUR EXPANDED DISPLAY AREAS. 



Book online at www.bromleypageant.co.uk £2.00* booking fee applies to all tickets. Tickets on the gate £19. Advance Entry Ticket £13.00*. Club Entry Ticket £7.00* when booked in advance. All 
attractions subject to change. Warning: motorsport can be dangerous. Advance bookings close midnight Saturday 16th June.Venue: Norman Park, Hayes Ln, Bromley BR2 9EF 




























Mike Forbes previews the latest title in the Road Haulage Archive Series. 


S ome transport operators'names 
just trip off the enthusiast's 
tongue. We all know and 
remember the companies, we 
often saw their lorries, admired 
the liveries, sometimes wondered where 
they came from, what they were doing 
in our neck of the woods, but we always 
recognised them. The latest Road Haulage 
Archive contains some memories of some of 
the best-known. 

The names of some transport companies 
are well-remembered by many of us, as their 
vehicles were to be seen far and wide on the 
roads of Great Britain, as well as in their own 
localities. Often the company names and the 
places where they are based are inextricably 
linked in our minds - Smiths of Maddiston 
and Turners of Soham are two featured in 
this publication. ('Yawns of Boredom', as one 
transport professional once said to me - in 
a dig at my enthusiasm for the past - it was 
bus companies in that case, but the theory's 
the same.) 

Nevertheless, these companies have 
taken their place in transport history, their 
vehicles instantly recognised wherever they 
go. Eddie Stobart is a modern example - 
everybody knows this company's lorries. 
There are survivors, Suttons of St Helens is an 
example, although many of the others have 
been swallowed up by more-or-less faceless 
combines and their names consigned to 
history. 

Right: The cover of the Latest Road 
Haulage Archive issue. 


BDBP MOUSE ABCHWEl 

WELL-KNOWN NAMES 

A LOOK AT SOME OF THE BEST REMEMBERED 
OPERATORS FROM ACROSS BRITAIN 




Left: A 1955 AEC Mercury four-wheeled 
tanker in the Arrow Bulk Carriers fleet, LBU 
99 - registered in Oldham, presumably 
by the supplying dealer - the driver 
positioning the vehicle to take on a load 
from the storage tanks. This was used to 
deliver smaller loads of latex to customers 
which could not take an eight-wheeler or 
artic load. 


But we remember them. Their vehicles 
appear in enthusiasts'books and magazines. 
The latest in our series of'bookazines'takes 
a look at 14 different well-known transport 
operators: Arrow Bulk Carriers, British Salt, 
Crow Carry Co, R Hanson & Son Ltd of 
Wakefield and Chapel-en-le-Frith, London 
Brick Company, Market Transport Ltd, Fredk 
Ray, John Rhind, Ribble Cement, Smith of 
Maddiston, Spiers of Melksham,Turners of 
Soham and Tyburn Tankers. 


10 May 18 


www.roadscene.com 






























































Above: The striking pale blue and white Livery of British Salt can be seen in this colour shot of ATU 198M (Cheshire, May 1974), a Gardner 
180-powered ERF 68GX,with the set-back front axle. We can’t read the name,‘Thirza’, of fleet no 27, as the radiator filler flap is missing, unusual for 
this well-kept fleet, but we can see the unladen weight of 10,091 on the side of the tank, just about offering a 20 tonne Load. 



•-> 


Above: Crow Carrying Co was still putting newScammell Highwayman tractor units into service with matching tank trailers in the 1960s, Like 808 
XWC (Essex, 1963). Another ScammeLl tank trailer, separated from its unit, can be seen to the rear, its front coupling propped up on a barrel as there 
were no Landing Legs fitted. 
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Right: R Hanson & Son of Wakefield ran 
eight-wheeled tippers on coal traffic. 
Atkinsons were the preferred chassis for 
many years, but fleet no 57, CWR 264T 
(Leeds, August 1978), was one of many ERF 
B Series eight-leggers which were also 
used. 

By chance, they include perhaps a 
disproportionate number of tanker 
operators, but that's just a matter of the 
photographs which have come to hand. 
They also include a couple of own-account 
fleets, only transporting the company's 
own products. The hauliers we feature were 
based in different parts of Great Britain, from 
Scotland to the West Country. 

A couple of them are still in business, with 


the same name, if not the same livery, while 
the others have mostly been sold to one 
group or another and disappeared within the 
corporate whole. 

This is a shame, certainly as far as we 
enthusiasts are concerned. Gone are the 
individual liveries, many recognisable even 
from a distance. Names which were known 
and trusted by their customers and others 
they came in touch with have been swept 
away, often by meaningless group logos. 

Left: Hanson took over the long-established 
Sam Longson company, of Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, which specialised in the haulage 
of limestone. The company’s livery was 
retailed, albeit in Hanson style, with tippers 
and tankers, on ERF and Atkinson chassis, 
like Seddon Atkinson 400, fleet no 598, ODT 
585R (Sheffield, October 1976). 


Above: London Brick Company favoured AEC for many of its fleet over the years, Like this Mercury, fitted with an RTS cab more often seen 
on eight-wheelers, fleet no L185,680 GTM (Bedfordshire, 1962), which is now in preservation. Some vehicles Like this were fitted with air 
suspension, to try to save broken bricks with a softer ride. 
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Above: The fleet of Market Transport, 
based in Balham SW12, transported 
meat to and from the wholesale markets. 
Insulated containers on platform bodies 
were generally used, mostly on Ford or 
Albion chassis, Like Chieftains, fleet nos 
197, PYH 603, and 196, PXF 431 (both 
London, early 1955) seen here. Both 
containers carry the advert for St Bruno 
tobacco, a feature of many vehicles Like 
these. 

Company in 1957 and owned a whole raft 
of well-known haulage companies. They 
all operated under their own names for 
many years until, during the 1980s, a dark 
green livery with a'juggler'motif took over, 
much to many enthusiasts'dismay. Having 
expanded into Europe in recent years, 

TDG was taken over in 2010, by Norbert 


ST. BRUNO 

The tobacco that wont be hurried 


Above: The Fredk Ray fleet (the name 
was always abbreviated Like this), based 
in Leighton Buzzard, contained several 
Bedford TM artic units, like fleet no 228, 
VMJ 943S (Luton, August 1977), named 
after a British river‘The Gade’, like the 
company’s other vehicles. This had the 
narrow version of theTM cab, and is 
seen here with a trailer-load of stillages 
of motor parts, regular work for the Ray 
fleet, in front of a Leyland Marathon and 
curtain-sider in Unipart colours. 


Dealing with centralised management has 
often done away with face-to-face contact 
and the personal touch - although I'm sure 
their managements would be quick to 
disagree... 

Two of the firms we look at, Crow Carry Co 
and John Rhind became part of the Transport 
Development Group, known to many as TDG, 
which grew out of the General Lighterage 



Above: John Rhind (Transport) was based in Aberdeen.The company’s URG 365 (Aberdeen, 1962), 
fleet no 7, was a ‘Power Plus’ LAD-cabbed Leyland Octopus. It is in the brighter livery, believed to 
be Light grey (or possibly silver) and red, which replaced the original dark grey, after the company 
was taken over by Charles Alexander. It is carrying a Load of reels of paper on its platform body, a 
good back-load from the south, for the local Aberdeen newspapers. 
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Above: The Ribblesdale Cement Company was based near Clitheroe, its vehicles seen across the North-west. In the company’s attractive Livery, later 
replaced by‘Castle Cement’, here is a bulk powder tanker, based on a Rolls-Royce powered Foden S80 eight-wheeler, BWE 784M (Sheffield, June 1974), 
is seen in the yard, surrounded by ERF-based tankers. 


Dentressangle, now known as XPO Logistics. 
As always, it's'all change'... 

Other companies featured became part 
of the Calor Group, United Transport and 
other combines, while Turners of Soham still 
remains family-owned and controlled, with 
more or less the same livery for nearly 40 


years. This company's success stands as an 
example to those who seem to feel the need 
for constant change. 

The people who ran the companies we 
look at in this Road Haulage Archive issue 
(and in future articles in Vintage Roadscene 
and more titles in the series - as long as we 


can find sufficient pictures) weren't always 
angels. There were those who thought 
transport regulations were only for the 
others and some who treated their staff 
badly, but the majority were well-respected 
in their day, both locally and nationally. 

There is plenty of historical information 



The ‘Smith for Service’ Legend on the headboards of the vehicles 
of J & ASmith.of Maddiston Ltd will be remembered by 
many enthusiasts across the country. Here is a nice 
overhead shot of a Bedford TK artic, fleet no 
775, TWG 635 (Stirlingshire, early 1962), 
carrying the name of subsidiary Alexr Scott 
(Contr) Ltd, Glasgow on the doors. That’s a 
substantial Load on its four-in-line trailer 
for a TK to be hauling. 

















Right: Spiers of MeLksham became know 
for running a fleet of AEC Mandator artic 
units, rebuilt with sleeper cab extensions, 
on long distance general haulage, Like ex- 
Amoco fleet no 35, OYO 142R, lined up in 
the yard with others, with a neatly roped 
and sheeted load on its platform trailer. 


Below: Turners of Soham is still a family- 
run concern, which has long outgrown its 
East Anglian roots. The livery changed to 
white and stripes nearly 40 years ago - 
still in use today - from the smart green 
of Dodge 300 Series tractor unit, AVE 227B 
(Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely, 1964), 
seen with loaded and empty ScammeLL 
automatic coupling trailers, in a yard in an 
industrial area, which looks like a northern 
mill town. 


you have pictures and information on any 
other companies like these, please let us 
know, as we're always keen to publish such 
interesting stuff in this magazine or another 
Road Haulage Archive issue. 

The pictures in this Road Haulage Archive 
issue all come from the archives of Phil Moth 
of PM Photography, to whom we are most 
grateful. They show a wide variety of vehicle 
makes and types, illustrating the effects 
of the individual preferences of different 
managers. Those were the days - and this 
is probably a large part of why we are all so 
enthusiastic about the lorries of the past. 

I hope you enjoy this glimpse of the way 
things used to be and are taken back to 
when all these'well-known names'were 
regularly seen on the roads of Britain... 


available about some of the companies, 
thanks to various transport historians. 
However, I must apologise for the rather 
brief histories of some of the other 
companies. It is strange that, while we all 
know the names, and we think we know all 
about the companies, when it comes down 
to it, there are a lot of gaps. 

Sometimes there is a book or article 
from a past magazine, from which you can 
extract the information and put together 
a reasonable history of the company in 
question. If not, a search on the Internet 
will usually turn up plenty of information 
-Turners of Soham actually has a good 
company history on its own website - even if 
you sometimes have to be careful to sort the 
facts from unreliable memories. 

But in the case of a few of the companies 
we look at, there's precious little information 
to find. So if you can add to the histories 





of any of the companies in this publication 
or have more pictures, please get in touch 
and we'll follow up with more in the pages 
of a future'Vintage Roadscene'. Similarly, if 


Above: Tyburn Road Tank Services was based in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, specialising 
in bulk Liquids and gases. The company was later taken over by Powell Duffryn, then Calor 
Transport, but before that, among an AEC and Atkinson fleet, dating from 1954, Bucks-registered 
fleet no 9, UKX839,was a classic Atkinson 1568, with the‘bow-fronted’cab, and a maximum 
capacity spirit tank. 
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Leo Pratt has sent us another selection of the pictures he has taken of different type of 
lorry making deliveries to building sites over the years. 



SINOHAM 


Above: This well-used Foden FG eight¬ 
wheeled tipper, NYE 509 (London, early 1954 
- suggesting t might have originally been 
in the Blue Circle fleet?), complete with 
generous greedy-boards’, is seen adjacent 
to the Foden depot at Knottingley, near 
Wakefield in Yorkshire, alongside which we 
were constructing a pumping station and 
pipelines. 

H ere are some more lorries and a 
couple of dump trucks seen at 
work on construction sites during 
the writer's working life. 

Although his main interests 
lay with British vehicles, within this batch is 
included a shot of a nearly new Volvo eight¬ 
wheeler. When checking the date, it was 
realised that this was taken almost 40 years ago 
and, with its clean modern styling, this vehicle 
would not look out of place today. 



Suffice to say that the success of Volvo and 
the other foreign marques would soon lead 
to them dominating the market, as our own 
commercial vehicle industry slowly faded away. 


Above: ‘Some 40 years ago,‘Otty Bros’, the civil engineering contractor from Leeds, was 
known for its fleet of petrol-engined Bedford tippers - many of which were ex-Navy and 
fitted out locally for site work. These were kept very busy locally, as was fleet no 258,869 
KUG (Leeds, 1964 - a later registration of a mid-1950s vehicle), photographed during 1972. 
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Above: Concrete floor sections being delivered to site, courtesy of 
Seddon 32-4 artic, URB 679F (Derbyshre, 1967-8 - possibly ex-British 
Road Services), seen off-loading in Featherstone, Yorkshire. Helmets, 
‘hi-viz’jackets and so on were yet to come... 



Above: Another site clearance contract, and another fine lump of 
British ironmongery to do the job, this time in the shape of a hired-in 
AEC 690 ‘Dumptruk’ from Twibell Plant, seen on site during 1975. 



ft VO 367 




Above: Another British stalwart, this time an export-type bonneted 
Leyland Hippo six-wheeler, RVO 367 (Nottinghamshire, 1954-5), seen 
on site investigation work, with contractors Foraky Ltd of Colwick, 
Nottingham, in the summer of 1975. 



Above: Pulling away from site, having delivered its load of pipe 
bedding, in February 1976, was this hard-worked ex-Stephen Toulson 
Foden S20 eight-wheeled tipper, now earning its keep with new 
owners. 
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Above: From just a few months earlier, Birse Plant Hire of Barton-on-Humber operated this Guy Big J4T artic unit, SFU 548T (Grimsby, August 
1978), one of the last of its type built, prior to British Leyland closing the Guy factory. Here she has just arrived on site, with the jib sections of the 
company’s NCK crawler cranes. 



Above: Quality facing bricks about to be off-loaded on our site near Wetherby. The Gardner-powered Foden S83 eight-wheeler, TJP 384S 
(Warrington, 1977), from Steetley Brick’s Ravehead Works, at Upholland, near Wigan, was pictured in Spring 1985. 
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Left: Another survivor, 
and still earning, 
this ex-National Coal 
Board 1962 Scammell 
Himalayan six-wheeled 
dumper was in use 
shifting muck, on a 
pipeline contract at 
Greaseborough, seen 
on site during March 
1989. 
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Above: Our Ackermann H10 excavator was kept 
very busy on a site during May 1988, with umpteen 
eight-legger tippers on ‘muck-away’. Here she loads 
Scammell Routeman, DYB 483T (Taunton, 1978), one 
of a pair in the Demex fleet, a very popular type for 
site work Like this. 


Right: Bundles of steel reinforcement bars - the 
drivers hated them and so did we. A full Load, as seen 
being delivered here by Joseph Hoyle’s Cummins- 
powered Atki Borderer Mk II, GVG 100N (Norwich, 
1974), all different shapes and sizes, was hard to 
sling, having Locked together during transit, making 
off-Loading a slow process. However, at Least a 
quality motor had delivered this Load. 




















Above: The Forge, SwanLey Village, around 1906. Ernest Harber stands proudly with arms folded on the right. Examples of their recent output on display, 
a Large trap and what would be classed as a ‘heavy Lorry’, complete with signwriting. Note the elder’to the Left with plane in hand. (Pictures author’s 
collection unless otherwise stated) 



Allan Bedford and Barry Lucking tell us how a pioneering group of brothers was 'forged'in the 
emerging world of motor transport in the Darenth Valley in Kent and beyond. 


Introduction 

Allan writes: it was a great pleasure a few 
years back to finally make contact with fellow 
enthusiast Barry Lucking of Northfleet. Having 
lived for nearly 60 years just a few miles 
from this North Kent town, and managed a 
warehouse there for ten years, it was a rare 
opportunity to'compare notes'. 

Barry, like myself, had a large collection of 
photographs of'local wagons', featuring long 
lost hauliers and local businesses"work horses' 
Although there were a few instances of "I've 
got that one", we were both able to swap and 
share. 

Among the photographs in both our 
collections were examples of the Garrett 
'undertype'six-wheeled steam wagons from 
the 1928-31 period. They proved popular in 
Kent, with MarleyTile being a big customer. A 
total of 29 examples based around the county 
are recorded in the Maidstone registration 
records. Among their users were Harber Bros, 
from Swanley village near Dartford, and near 
neighbours Browns, from the picturesque 
village of Eynsford. 

Barry is a regular Facebook user and found 
a posting on an Historic Dartford page from 


Sal Harber, down in deepest Cornwall. She 
requested any information or photographs 
relating to the old family firm and posted a 
photo of one of the Garretts. In response Barry 
posted a photo of another one of the steamers 
and so contact was made. 

A fascinating story began to unfold, with 
some wonderful photos discovered. Sal soon 
attached her collection of images relating to 
the business, much of it found after the recent 
passing of her father. Among these was a 
photo of a Dartford-built Hallford tipper, which 
showed a phone number on the cab door, 


'Phone Swanley 50'. This number'rang bells' 
with me and a quick check in my collection 
revealed a photo of another Hallford, showing 
the same phone number, with a handsome 
young chap standing proudly beside it. 

I worked in the purchasing department of 
J & E Hall between 1969 and 1974, when the 
company was still a major force in commercial 
refrigeration, employing hundreds of staff. 

One day, while in one of the machine shops, I 
spotted a very battered photograph pinned on 
a Foreman's office wall, and vaguely remember 
being told about the operator's old Swanley 
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Scenes 

Remembered 



HARBER BROTHERS 

X Motor Lorry Body Builders X 
Agricultural and General Engineers 

SWANLEY VILLAGE, KENT. 



This Motor Ix>rry and 
other similar vehicles 
have been built by our 
firm during the past 
seven months, and others 
are in the couse of erection 


WHEN BUYING A NEW CHASSIS — which can also be supplied 
by our firm, send in to us for Specification for Body Works before placing 
your orders elsewhere 



1: A copy of the photo found in J & E Hall’s machine shop in the early 1970s. Ernest Harber leans 
proudly against one of the company’s first motor vehicles. The fleet no‘25’ may have been chosen to 
exaggerate the extent of the brothers’ new haulage business. The Hallford was second-hand and was 
supplied new to S Bowley & Son, distillers and refiners of Wellington Works, Battersea Bridge SW11. 
Bowley was a supplier of varnish, motor spirit, lubricants, white lead, greases and motor oils from 
its Thames-side Wharf. As early as 1905, the extensive range of products was being delivered on a 6 
ton Coulthard Steam Wagon.The company continued to trade from the premises into the 1960s. 2: 

An example of a Bowley of Battersea two gallon motor spirit can, on display at the 2017 Great Dorset 
Steam Fair. 3: During World War I, the Local forges remained busy, producing thousands of horseshoes 
for the military. In an effort to maintain their forge’s capabilities following the war, the brothers 
offered to build motor bodies for the local growers. The example shown was again a Hallford, however, 
with Beadles just down the road able to build anything from a bespoke carriage on a Luxury Minerva, 
a charabanc or a brewer’s dray, the forges output must have been very limited. This advertisement 
appeared in the Dartford Chronicle in November 1919.4: The construction of the newA20 Farningham 
Bypass gave the brothers’ business a massive boost. This Hallford, KE 8763, new in March 1922, had 
just delivered ballast for the construction of the verges of the new carriageway. The Location is above 
the tunnel built to protect an ancient track, Horton Way. Concrete balusters were incorporated into 
the bridge parapets on both sides of the road and survive to this day. 5: The A20 Farningham Bypass 
seen in October 2017.The photo was taken on the spot where the HaLLford was pictured unloading 
ballast 90 years earlier. The baLLustraded bridge over Horton Way is still as built on both sides of the 
carriageway. 



business. Luckily I was able to borrow this 
battered old relic to copy. 

I realised that this old photograph, showing 
just a phone and fleet number, but no other 
identification, must obviously have been one 
of the brothers'vehicles. The photograph was 
scanned and forwarded to Sal, who excitedly 
confirmed that the young handsome man 
was her grandfather, Ernest, one of the four 
brothers heavily involved in 'the family firm'. 
Photos of Ernest are very few and sadly he died 


at 57, back in 1947, many years before Sal was 
born. 

Barry and I realised that, to do the story 
justice, a visit to the Kent Registration Archive 
at Maidstone might reveal more, as indeed it 
did. We eventually spent three days, trawling 
through these extensive records, to trace 
vehicles registered to the company from its 
early beginnings until absorption into the 
nationalised British Road Services network in 
1950. 


The Forge and Beyond 

The Harber family lived in and around the 
village of Sutton At Hone, on the River Darenth, 
three and a half miles from Dartford, linked by 
the Hawley Road (now known as the A225). 

The family had operated the village forge 
since 1840, and another at nearby Swanley. A 
generation of eight brothers and two sisters 
were born within the parish of St Johns 
between 1879 and 1901. In the village survives 
St Johns Jerusalem, a thirteenth century 
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Above: A commercial postcard showing the new bypass nearing 
completion at the junction of the A225 Sevenoaks turn. The Horton Way 
bridge opening can be seen close to the trees on the Left. Note the row 
of haystacks on the hillside beyond. This section of the new arterial 
road was officially opened on 3/8/23. 



Above: One of the few HaLLfords to be rebuilt with a Later enclosed 
cab and pneumatic tyres, KK 4334, new in May 1923, is Loaded by a 
Priestman Cub. The ledger entry for this Lorry states the supplier of 
the vehicle as J Bennett of Croydon. Bennetts was a large commercial 
vehicle bodybuilder and operator, trading from ‘Thornton Works’, 
Thornton Road. By this time, it is therefore apparent the brothers relied 
on others to build their requirements for them. 




Above: The massive growth of the business led to the purchase of 
the first Garrett ‘OL’ steam wagon in November 1928. Works No 35206, 
Harbers No 29, KP 2975 was nevertheless returned to Leiston Works in 
June 1930. It was found to be in a very run down and filthy condition, 
with a secondary chain missing. After refurbishment it was re-sold to W 
Christopherson of Ipswich (Collection of the Late R A Whitehead) 


chapel, set within a secluded moated garden, 
built by the Knights Hospitaller, which is under 
the care of the National Trust 

The brothers involved in what became 
Harber Bros were:- James (1879-1961), Alfred 
(1882-1951), Ernest (1890-1947) and George 
(1893-1960). 

By the time of the census of 1911, it had been 
established that James, aged 32, living at Forge 


Cottage, Swanley Village, was listed as a farrier; 
Alfred, aged 28, living at Swanley Junction, was 
listed as a blacksmith; Ernest, aged 21, living at 
St Johns Terrace, Sutton at Hone, was a driller at 
the Iron Works; and George, aged 17, also living 
at St Johns Terrace, was a capstan lathe worker. 

We can surmise that the reference to The 
Iron Works'refers to J & E Hall Dartford, in 
business since 1785, pioneers of commercial 


refrigeration who diversified, during a slump 
period, into the manufacture of commercial 
vehicles from 1907, originally under'Saurer' 
Patents. This connection with Halls was evident 
in the brothers'early lorry purchases, with 
many other local businesses also relying on the 
'Hallford', which finally faded away in 1926. 

The surrounding area was renowned for 
its market gardens, soft fruit, salad produce, 
cut flowers and hop fields. In Hextable, a vast 
acreage of nurseries and glasshouses was to 
be seen. The extensive use of the traditional 
bushel baskets to carry produce to the 
London markets supported a basket works in 
the village, and for a few years a jam factory 
thrived close to the busy railway. The area also 
became famous for its horticultural college. The 
well-known steam contractors, Thomas Wood 
& Sons at Crockenhill, ran a lucrative business, 
operating a few Hallfords, in addition to the 
company's core steam fleet, while at Horton 
Kirby, the well-known paper mills employed a 
large number of men. 

The Darenth Valley is rich in sand and gravel 
deposits and, in due course, Ernest was heavily 
involved in the excavation and extraction, at 
family run pits at Horton Kirby, Foots Cray and 



Above: Garrett Works No 35290, also new in May 1929, is recorded in the Maidstone Ledgers as 
new to Simmonds of Birchwood Swanley, but appears to have been operated by Spencers. It Later 
passed to Harbers. (Collection of the Late R A Whitehead) 
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Above: The next Garrett, Works No 35258, Harbers No 30,followed in 
May 1929. It is seen here with a stack of empty cable drums for return to 
Callenders on Belvedere Marshes 



Above: An aerial view of the vast Callenders Works on Belvedere 
marshes, Later BICCSoLd to Italian interests in 1999, the modernised 
works was nevertheless shut down in 2002 and demolished. A very sad 
day for the Last major employer in the area. 


Crayford. Meanwhile, brothers James, George 
and Alfred were arranging the transport side, 
having inherited money left by a local resident 

The local pits and quarries were kept 
busy in the 1920s, with some much needed 
improvements to the local trunk routes, the 
A2 and A20. High post-war unemployment 
rates following the slump provided adequate 
cheap labour to push through these ambitious 
projects. The Sidcup Bypass (A20) opened in 
1923, the Dartford Princes Road (A2) opened 
by Edward, Prince of Wales in November 1924 
and the sweeping Farningham (A20) bypass in 
1926. 

Many of us view the 1930s as a period of 
continuous slump and depression. This view 
contrasts with the massive and unprecedented 



ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS 


Above: After the establishment of Richard 
Garrett Engineering Works in 1932, under the 
control of Beyer Peacock, this advertisement 
was featured in a sales catalogue.The Letter 
of endorsement from Harbers praising their 
first two wagons, Nos 35206 and 35258, 
had been written three years earlier and, 
of course, wagon No 35206 was by then in 
the ownership of Christopherson of Ipswich. 
(Collection of the Late R A Whitehead}. 


expansion of the new suburbs around London 
during that decade. As an example, in the 
small town of Welling in Kent, on the fringes 
of the original LCC boundary, two massive 
estates added 5,000 homes and another 18,000 
inhabitants, in the period 1930-36. All of these 
developments kept the brothers busy and 
building a growing fleet. 

The photograph of the Hallford referred to in 
the introduction is the earliest vehicle with a 
Harber connection we have been able to trace 
in the archives, although it carries fleet no 25. It 
was, however, supplied new to S Bowley & Son, 
of Battersea SW11, on 18th October 1919 and 
listed as a 32/38HP, weight 4-6-1,colour dark 
green. At an unspecified date, it returned to its 
birthplace. 

Further Hallfords joined the fleet, with two 
new examples purchased in 1922, and entered 
in the registers to George Harber, then living at 
the'Greyhound Pub'in Hawley Road. 

By the late 1920s, the business was 
expanding and, for a while, owned premises 
in Birchwood, Swanley, as well as The Forge at 
Swanley Village. 

For their growing needs, the brothers now 
opted for the newly-introduced Garrett 
six-wheeled undertype steam wagon. Their 
first, in November 1928, was soon returned 
to the makers at Leiston and sold elsewhere. 
This was followed by two more in 1929/30, 
the latter listed as a side-tipper. A further six¬ 
wheeler, listed in the registers toT Simmons, 
Birchwood, Swanley in 1929, appears to have 
been operated by Spencers of Swanley and 
later passed to Harbers. The last Garrett, this 
time a four-wheeled three-way tipper, arrived 
in March 1931. 

With the introduction of the first wave of 
modern heavy long distance, petrol and early 
diesel models in the new decade, the Harber 
brothers took the plunge, trying examples 
from both AEC and Leyland. However, with 
their heavy unladen weight, the running costs 
of these pioneers would increase significantly 
later. 

The steamers suffered a number of design 
failures, as described in detail in Robert 



Harber’s final Garrett six-wheeler, a side- 
tipper, Works No 35417, was registered in 
July 1930. Before delivery it was displayed 
on the maker’s stand at The Royal Show 
in Manchester. (Collection of the late R A 
Whitehead) 

Whitehead's book on Garrett wagons, and most 
had a short hard life, accentuated by a major 
change in vehicle legislation, brought about 
following the publication and adoption of the 
Salter Report, first published in Commercial 
Motor on 27/1/33. Following the collapse of 
the AGE Group, Beyer Peacock, the Manchester 
locomotive builders, became the owners of 
Leiston Works, which now traded as Richard 
Garrett Engineering Works Ltd. 

Among the assets acquired were enough 
finished components to build another batch 
of wagons. A few weeks after the publication 
of the Salter Report, the new owners'sales 
chief embarked on a mission to the South East, 
to gauge prospective business from existing 
users. He met with a mixed reception and, on 
visiting Swanley, found the Harbers generally 
satisfied with their wagons, but worried about 
the implications of the Salter Report. 

This proved a major turning point in motor 
transport in the UK, on its introduction on the 
1 st January 1934. Henceforth, road tax was 
calculated on the unladen weight, with owners 
and operators of steamers and older solid- 
tyred commercials being the losers. Road tax 
for the large Garretts more than trebled. The 
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Above: What a contrast to the group of old HaLLfords seen at the Forge 
Yard a few years earlier, two arch-rivals stand side by side. On the Left, 
AEC Mammoth type 667, KJ1962, designated a 7/8-tonner was first 
registered on 30/6/31, and Harber’s No 34, from the Leyland Zoo, the 
Bull was designated a 7-tonner, carries a Lancaster Issue, TF 2828, from 
1930 probably registered by Leyland Motors. Both models were first 
introduced in 1929. Standing by their wagons are Bob SLoper,on the Left, 
and Jack Groombridge. Their regular loads included timber, sand and 
ballast.This photo was donated by Bob SLoper’s son, Dawson, a Lively 90 
year old with his own remarkable stories. 



Above: The dawn of a new age.The Long-Lived ERF C.15, chassis no 
101, AKR 424, is pictured when new at a construction site with some 
rudimentary scaffolding in place. The Ledger entry for this vehicle 
reveals that it was supplied direct by the maker. So one can surmise, as 
was the case with the early pair supplied to Local brewers, ReffeLLs of 
Bexley, it was another result of the visit to Kent by salesman,Ted Foden 
(a nephew of Edwin), who received no salary but commission on sales. 


legislation stipulated that vehicles whose ULW 
exceeded 2 tons 10 cwt ( 21/2 tons, often written 
50 cwt at the time, later raised to 3 tons) were 
restricted to 20 mph with a graded taxation 
band, while lighter vehicles could do a heady 
30 mph and only pay £30 road tax. 

The new 3 ton Bedford 'WT', unveiled at the 
November 1933 Commercial Show, was soon 
dubbed the 30 mph 3-tonner and met the new 
criteria. The all-new ERF, introduced in the same 
period, also took advantage of the new weight 
parameters with its innovative design, the 
CI.4 and the CI.5 were capable of 6 and 8 ton 
payloads respectively. 

In the registration records examined, there 
is a long gap between the AEC Mammoth of 
June 1931 and the next very significant entries 
in February 1934 when two Bedfords, a six¬ 
wheeled oil-engined AEC Mammoth Major and 
an ERF CI.5 all took to the road. 

As the 1930s progressed, a steady influx of 



Above: ‘Enter the Albion’: commencing in March 
1935, the brothers became regular ‘Scotstoun’ 
customers.This 5 ton Model 530 is described 
on the back of this original Albion works 
photograph as having a Principality (Cardiff) 
moving floor body, dimensions 12 ft 6 ins Long 
by 6 ft 9 ins wide by lft 9 ins dropsides,with 
saloon cab and top-swinging tailboard. 


new lorries joined the fleet, Bedfords sold 
through the long established Western Motor 
Works proving popular, with seven more. 
Others included three Fordsons (models 
unknown) and one each of Dodge and Morris- 
Commercial. However, the brothers'favourites 
were undoubtedly the ever reliable Albions, 
accounting for 11 purchases, with two of those 
found in the records showing the magical 
weight of 2 tons 9 cwt and 2 quarters. 

The fate of the steamers is unknown, but it 
seems likely that the early 668 series Mammoth 
Major of 1934, an ERF CI.682 eight-wheeler 
from 1935, and finally an oil-engined 0386 
Series Mammoth Major eight-wheeler in May 
1937 were likely replacements. 

With the outbreak of war, house-building 
and new road improvements were suspended. 
However, demand for core materials for new 
airfields and the clear-up operations following 
raids, plus general haulage kept the business 



Above: Shortly after World War II, Harbers 
acquired two of these ex-WD GMC ACX504S 
from nearby Orpington. They had been 
assembled by Pearsons of Liverpool. This 
similar example, with its distinctive front 
end and diminutive British sidelights, was 
registered in Hertford in March 1947. 


busy. 

An outstanding order for a new Albion arrived 
in July 1940, followed by five Bedford OWST 
tippers, delivered between 1941 ad 1944, 
and two more Albions in July 1943. The final 
wartime delivery, in 1944, was an ERF 12 ton 
artic, supplied by WJ Boyes of Peckham. All new 
fleet additions were strictly rationed under the 
control of the Ministry ofWarTransport. 

With the coming of peace, new vehicles 
were severely rationed, with many fleets 
having to accept anything available. In the 
Harbers'case, this included an Austin K4, two 
Morris-Commercials, plus something a little bit 
different, when a pair of ex-MOD left hand drive 
GMC model ACX-504 3 ton 4x2 platform trucks 
were purchased from M Smith of Orpington. 
These trucks were from a large batch of CKD 
kits, ordered by the French Government, but 
following the fall of the country, diverted 
to Britain. Pearsons of Liverpool was given 



Above: The old 1934 ERF in full BRS Livery 
carrying Medway Group fleet no 4A442, 
still based at Forge Yard, SwanLey, seen on 
the Blackwall Tunnel approach in Poplar in 
1951. By this time the original ‘E R Foden’ 
nameplate had been repositioned, the cab 
re-clad and wartime headlights fitted at 
some point during the conflict. 
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Above: 1: ALbions under the elevators in Horton Kirby, when new in 1935. On the right is model M55,7-tonner chassis no 17630, Harbers No 55,CKL92,with 
the model 530,5-tonner with a moving floor, CKL 240. 2&3: Road widening and embankment work in Swanley Lane in 1937. Bedford WTH, DKK 229, was 
new in August 1936. Note the Grooms of Erith Bakers Trojan van making its daily call to the Local housewives. This row of terraced cottages and even some 
of the conifers can still be seen 80 years on. 4: Swanley Lane in November 2017. The retaining wall, probably built in 1937, partially obscures the terraced 
row of houses, however, the roof-line and chimneys are substantially the same. The front garden wall on the corner is a bit shorter, but some conifers 
are still waving in the breeze... alas Grooms don’t call anymore. 5: Another long-term Swanley resident, AEC Mammoth Major chassis no 0386156, DKP 
958, arrived in May 1937 as Fleet No 56. (BCVM) 6: This is the main A2 at Rainham Mark in Kent, with a Bedford OWST, similar to the Harber examples, 
passing.The building by the Lamp post on the Left with a Lorry parked on the forecourt was the works of R G Hodges, who built the bodywork on 
Harber’s 1938 Albion KL127.This vehicle was one of a pair for another haulier, E Crouch, which subsequently passed to Harber and survived into BRS 
days. Hodges of Rainham became well-known for its bespoke brewery dray work for London brewers, including Taylor Walker. 7: The only Garrett four 
wheeler purchased, 8-tonner No 35456, Harber’s No 32 arrived in March 1931. It is shown on East Suffolk tradeplates, 170 BJ, at Leiston after road tests. 
(Collection of the Late RA Whitehead.) 8: Shown in all its glory in a hand-tinted photograph, fleet No. 51, an ERF CL.682, chassis No 215, was registered on 1st 
May 1935, BKT 329, and survived into BRS days. It was driven for some of its Life by Keith ExeLL’s father. The first ERF 8-wheeler chassis, No 165 was built in 
December 1934. 




















There must be good reasons why 



2 out of every 5 are Bedfords 

Ttwl ytir to date, MOfC than 40% of all vehicles registered iq the 
3&-cwt.—j-tern class are Bedfords. 

Bedford's practical design means unfailing reliability kl'Wiys. proved, 
tlotf-rewing six-cylinder engine* give power in plenty, yet keep 
running costs down. 

Improved IOid distribution means increased Stability and easier hand¬ 
ling. Smooth, efficient brakes—modern, comfortable cabs—Bedford* 
have all rhe features truck users want. There' 1 * 
one to suit your loads. May wc show you? 
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(CH1SLEHUR5T) LTD. 

PERRY STREET, CHiSLEHURST, KENT, 
PHONE. SIDCUP 1300/1 



B & E 

Universal Power Operated EndTipper 
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Above 1: One of the Harber Bros who continued his old trade was Walter, who was still‘forging a Living’at the Sutton premises, adjacent to the 
Greyhound Pub, into the 1920s. Brother George resided in the pub at the time and the Ledger entry for the two 1922 Hallfords is endorsed ‘The 
Greyhound’. 2: The Bedford WT range proved a Landmark design and its success was soon promoted by the Local dealerships. Western Motors 
premises, in Perry Street, Chislehurst, opened in 1909 and was the first purpose-built motor car service station in the country. The business has sold 
VauxhaLLs for over 80 years. 3: Following the introduction of the Bedford WTH, this advertisement appeared in the October 1934 Bedford Transport 
Magazine (price 4d). 


the contract to assemble these, at a hastily- 
equipped old cotton mill near Bamber Bridge, 
Preston, a safer location than Merseyside. 

Among the small hauliers in the area 
engaged in the movement of fresh produce to 
market, F J Hyde's'Swanley Motor Transport' 
was later acquired by the Harbers. Although 
the company's title was retained as a separate 
entity, the vehicles carried a similar colour 
scheme to the main fleet. 

In the latter part of World War II, the 
Maidstone records show that three Bedford 


OWDs and an Albion had been registered to 
Swanley MotorTransport during 1944-5. 

As a lad, Keith Exell, whose father worked for 
the Harbers from pre-war days, often travelled 
in the cab with him in one of the Bedford OWs 
of Swanley Motor Transport. These operated 
out of the Horton Kirby pits, often with loads 
of ballast for Dartford Council. George Harber, 
still living at Sutton at Hone was in charge 
there, and when his grey Sunbeam Talbot was 
spotted, it was time for Keith to make himself 
scarce. Sometime later, Thames Traders were 


operated, but the pits were in decline, with 
many flooded and adopted by the growing 
number of anglers, which has continued to this 
day. 

With the passing of theTransport Act 
1947, the British Transport Commission was 
formed, initially made up of five executives, 
but increased to six in June 1949, when the 
Road Haulage Executive came into being. 

It controlled the publicly-owned British 
Road Services, with the first group of large 
companies to be compulsorily nationalised 
joining forces in 1948, under the BRS banner. 
Smaller companies, whose traffic was of a local 
nature were generally exempted, but could 
voluntarily opt to offer their premises and 
vehicles to the RHE. 

In the Harbers'case, we find that they joined 
the'Reds'in August 1949, as RHE unit No A181. 

In the neighbouring village of Eynsford, 
another small haulier, Browns of Priory Lane, 

Left: The heart of a good village is its pub. 

The Red Lion, a few yards from the entry to 
Forge Yard, thankfully still thrives. Earlier 
a Dartford Brewery House, by 1937, when 
the darts team, including perhaps some of 
Harber’s men, gathered for a team photo 
complete with shiny cup.The house was tied 
to successors, Style & Winch of Maidstone. 
After a Lot of detective work by Chris 
Newman the vehicle has been identified as 
a much-rebuilt Tilling Stevens B9A,YF 9203, 
new in May 1927 as an all-weather coach to 
Edward Paul of Forest Hill, who for a while 
also ran a small fleet of‘pirate buses’ under 
the ‘EP’ banner. Later ownership is unclear, 
but it might have been one of Fred Atkins’ 
early purchases. 
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Above: While a photo of one of the eleven Albions of Fred Atkins acquired by BRS in 1951 would 
have been ideal, however, we can include two of his interesting coach fleet. This is his second 
Albion, a Model FT39 with James Whitson 31-seat coachwork, chassis no 707898, registered in 
September 1949. It is seen on a grey Derby Day, climbing Epsom Downs, in company with Lewis of 
Greenwich’s Duple-bodied example, MXB 36. 


Above: Typical of the hundreds of wartime 
Bedfords acquired by the RHE from 
businesses across the Land is this OWLD of 
Gammon & Dicker of Priory Road, Strood. 

This company’s premises became the 
headquarters of BRS Medway. The example 
depicted on a Lovely period postcard shows 
it making a drop at Tenterden in Kent. HKE 
164 was one of a batch of six, HKE163-168, 
registered on 13th September 1944, Later 
BRS Medway fleet no 4A94 - then 62F94 - 
and disposed of in February 1954. Cars in the 
picture include two Morris Eights, a Morris 
Series Two, Ten or Twelve, a Flying Standard 
Ten, an Austin Pearland a Larger Austin. 

also joined the growing fleet in November 
1949, with twelve vehicles and four trailers, as 
Unit No A251. In its early days, this company 
had also owned Hallfords and a single Garrett 
six-wheeler. By 1934, an AEC Matador was 
purchased, to be followed by a few Leyland 
Lynxs, just before the war. One of Browns' 
regular'traffics'in season were consignments 
of hop pockets from the beautiful Lullingstone 
Estate. 

On acquisition by BRS, the Swanley fleet 
ranged from the early ERF of 1934 to a Foden 
'FG'20 ton artic, only a few months old. Smaller 
businesses passing to BRS were apparently 
compensated in cash. Unfortunately Ernest 
had passed away in 1947, with Alfred passing 
in 1951. We can therefore only surmise what 
settlement was reached as well as any further 


family connections under state control. 

The Swanley village depot was incorporated 
into the North West Kent Group (3A), which 
included Tuff & Hoar of Woolwich, Browns of 
Eynsford and other companies in Dartford and 
Bexleyheath. The fleet at Swanley in December 
1950 included 31 of the vehicles shown in our 
list of Kent-registered vehicles. In addition, 
vehicles'drafted in'following the takeover 
included three second-hand Albion KL127s 


and a wartime Bedford OWD, which were all 
re-issued with London registrations. There was 
also a further Albion KL127 of 1938, registered 
in Middlesex. Two new Austin K4s and a Morris- 
Commerciai'FV'tipper, all registered in London, 
were also based there, together with ten of the 
former Browns vehicles. 

Inevitably, rationalisation within the BRS 
network led to the closure of smaller units and 
transfer of vehicles elsewhere. Although the 



William Whitmore with Swanley Motor Transport’s No 7, a Bedford WHG registered in Croydon in 1932. It is seen outside the Hextable Horticultural College, 
with empty flower crates, with a deposit charged at 2/6d. 
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Reg Date 

Registration No. 

Make 

Model 

Chassis No/ 

Supplier 

Fleet No. 

Other Comments 

1916 

KT6782 

Hallford 

32/38 hp 



25 

Ex, Bow ley 

June 1916 

KT8145 

Hallford 






29.03.22 

KE8763 

Hallford 






17.05.22 

KE2795 

Hallford 






04.05.23 

KK4334 

Hallford 



J Bennett,Croydon 



10.11.28 

KP2975 

Garrett 

QL6w rigid 

35206 

Maker 

29 

Returned to Makers 6/30 

03.05.29 

KP6748 

Garrett 

QL6w rigid 

5258 

Maker 

30 


22.05.29 

KP7237 

Garrett 

QL6w rigid 

35290 

Maker 


Ex Spencers 

28.07.30 

KR6035 

Garrett 

QL6w rigid 

35417 

Maker 


Side Tipper 

24.03.31 

KR9788 

Garrett 

QL4w 

35456 

Maker 

32 

3 way tipper 

1931 

TF2828 

Leyland 

Bull 



33 

Regd Lancaster 

30.06.31 

KJ1962 

AEC 

Mammoth 


Maker 

34 


01.02.34 

AKRI72 

Bedford 


178603 

Western Motor Works (W.M.W.) 



03.02.34 

AKR229 

AEC 

Mammoth Major 

0668202 




07.02.34 

AKR300 

Bedford 


178401 

W.M.W. 



15.02.34 

AKR424 

ERF 

0 5(7 ton) 

101 

Maker 


To BRS 

04.07.34 

BKK137 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



23.02.35 

BK0998 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



29.03.35 

BKT78 

Albion 



Maker 



01.05.35 

BKT329 

ERF 

C1.682/8w rigid 

215 

Boyes Peckham 

51 

To BRS 

29.07.35 

BKT892 

Albion 

M55/7 ton 

17628E 

Maker 


To BRS 

29.07.35 

BKT893 

Albion 


15796H 

Maker 



09.08.35 

BKT977 

Albion 



Maker 



31.08.35 

CKL92 

Albion 

M55/7ton 

17630 

Maker 

55 

To BRS 

01.10.35 

CKL240 

Albion 

530/5 ton 


Maker 



02.11.35 

CKL378 

Morris Commercial 



J.C. Beadle 



04.08.36 

DKK229 

Bedford 






19.04.37 

DKP674 

Dodge 



JackOlding 



29.05.37 

DKP958 

AEC 

Mammoth Major 

0386156 

Maker 

56 

To BRS 

06.07.37 

EKJ924 

Fordson 



Stan hay 



06.07.37 

EKJ925 

Fordson 



Stan hay 



18.03.38 

EKP430 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



24.03.38 

EKP513 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



01.06.38 

EKP896 

Fordson 



Heathwood Garage 



09.08.38 

FKJ559 

Albion 

KI127 

37355E 

R.G. Hodges 


New to E. Crouch -to BRS 

28.01.39 

FKK860 

Albion 

37404E 


Maker 



28.01.39 

FKK861 

Albion 

37396i 


Maker 



29.04.39 

FKR339 

Albion 

(ULW2-9-2) 


Maker 



14.10.39 

GK0263 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



01.11.39 

GK0308 

Bedford 



Bedford 



30.07.40 

GKM275 

Albion 

K1127 (ULW2-9-2) 

37531K 



Maker To BRS 

06.11.41 

GKR528 

Bedford 

OWLD 

3244 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

25.03.42 

GKT153 

Bedford 

OWST 

6140 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

30.09.42 

GKT959 

Bedford 



W.M.W. 



26.02.43 

GKN293 

Bedford 

OWST 

7427 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

26.02.43 

GKN294 

Bedford 

OWST 

7556 

W.M.W. 



30.07.43 

GKN841 

Albion 

FT3 

70519L 



To BRS 

30.07.43 

GKN842 

Albion 

FT3 

70520A 



To BRS 

28.02.44 

GKP455 

ERF 

121 Artie 

3384 

Boyes Peckham 


To BRS 

25.03.44 

GKP542 

Bedford 

OWST 

11951 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

25.03.44 

GKP543 

Bedford 

OWST 

11949 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

30.08.45 

HKJ690 

Bedford 

OWST 

25602 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

01.10.45 

HKJ897 

Bedford 

OWST 

25610 

W.M.W. 



08.11.45 

HKK246 

Bedford 

OWST 

25369 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

09.05.46 

HKM827 

Austin 

K4 

VT91960 

Gelston Dartford 


To BRS 

01.09.46 

HKT184 

Morris Commercial 

CVI0/5 

61000 

J.C. Beadle 


To BRS 

16.11.46 

JKJ479 

GMC(WD) 

ACX504 

2016 

Smith Orpington 


To BRS 

15.01.47 

JKL391 

GMC(WD) 

ACX504 

1838 

Smith Orpington 


To BRS 

06.10.47 

KKJ179 

Albion 

FT3 

70592L 

Maker 


To BRS 

06.10.47 

KKJ180 

Bedford 

OWST 

33869 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

01.01.48 

KKL145 

AEC 

Mammoth Major 

0386747 

Maker 


To BRS 

01.01.48 

KKL146 

ERF 

15T 

4354 

Boyes Peckham 


To BRS 

01.01.48 

KK1147 

Bedford 

OSBT 

51785 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

01.01.48 

KK1148 

Bedford 

OSST 

57951 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

01.01.48 

KK1149 

Morris Commercial 

CV 10/5 

61920 

J.C. Beadle 


To BRS 

10.07.48 

KKPS72 

Morris 

'Y' 10 cwt van 

63416 

J.C. Beadle 


To BRS 

10.07.48 

KKP573 

Bedford 

OSST 

68478 

W.M.W. 


To BRS 

23.03.49 

LKM555 

Foden 

Artie FG 

TU6/20 

Makers 


To BRS 


This does not claim to be a comprehensive list of the Harber Fleet, and is a guide only to the vehicles registered in Maidstone, (with one exception) 
including a few secondhand examples. Any vehicle new or secondhand registered elsewhere is not shown. The secondhand and new vehicles drafted 
to the depot after the BRS takeover were registered in London. The majority of the entries in the ledgers do not provide model types or chassis numbers. 
Fortunately records of the details of the vehicles passing to be BRS have survived. 
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Above: William Whitmore, this time with a 
good example of‘how it used to be done’. 

With a mixture of bushel baskets and flower 
crates, this time he is with a Ford BB from 
around 1933. Whatever you do avoid Low 
bridges and overhanging branches... 

Swanley depot initially survived, a regrouping 
and fleet re-numbering into the Medway 
Group (4A) occurred in April 1951.The Medway 
Group later became'62F', Medway (Strood), 
when it came under the control of the South 
Western Division from 1952. 

During 1951, Fred Atkins of Hextable, a local 
haulier and coach proprietor, sold his fleet 
of lorries, eleven Albions and a new Leyland 
Comet tipper, to BRS. Those retained locally 
were absorbed into the Swanley fleet. By 
November 1953, approximately 40 units plus 
trailers and service vans formed the depot's 
allocation. Just ten of the original Harber 
vehicles remained and the mixed fleet was 
made up of models from eleven manufacturers. 

The following month, the Forge Yard 
premises and vehicles were listed for disposal, 
with tenders from prospective buyers to be 
submitted within six weeks. The Commercial 
Motor issue of 10/9/54, under the heading '928 
vehicles in R.4, mostly small lots'contained the 
following:- 

'The latest list published by the British 
Transport Commission comprises 151 units - 
(928 vehicles) units without premises number 
126 - (474 vehicles) and those with property 
25 - (454 vehicles). Most of the lots consist of 
not more than five vehicles, although a notable 
exception is Unit 628, Swanley Village, which 
comprises 40 vehicles, 4 trailers, additional 
vehicles and trailers and property, two of the 
vehicles are six-wheelers and six are eight- 
wheelers.'Remarkably, one of the'lots'was the 
old ERF new in February 1934! 

The approach to the depot premises was via 
a long narrow service road, not ideally suited 
to a large fleet of HGVs, which would no doubt 
have limited appeal. In the event, the depot 
continued to operate into 1955, when the fleet 
was split into a number of vehicle only units 
for disposal. The fate of at least two of these 
can be found in Commercial Motor issues of 
June 1955. Unit No 6304, the Morris Series (Y) 

10 cwt van from 1948, was sold to Thornetts 
Depository of Craven Park Road, London NW10, 
followed by Unit No 6871, the 1945 Austin 
K4, HKM 827, which was sold to Matthews of 
Hailsham, West Sussex. 

The closure of the depot prompted 'questions 
in the house', on 14/7/55 Sydney Irving, the long 
serving Labour MP for Dartford, questioned the 
Defence Secretary (standing in for the Transport 
Secretary) on the future of the 50 men declared 
redundant from the depot, of which 37 were 
drivers. The Minister's reply was that finding 
employment for them was good, but local 
vacancies were limited. Mr Irving pressed the 



Right: It is hard to believe that Atkins’third 
Albion coach was built as Late as 1950. 

It was one of the very Last Valkyrie ‘CX9’, 
chassis no 58077K, fitted with Local Beadle 
C35F coachwork. It has been hired by the 
George Ewer Group, and is seen on its way 
to Brighton, with a full Load of day trippers 
from North of the River, bn hire to Grey Green’. 
Atkins former depot at Hextable survives as 
the headquarters for Hextable Coaches. 
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Minister, questioning how many drivers from 
the state-owned concern, who had been 
displaced because of government policy, could 
be re-absorbed into the trunk services which 
were to be retained. The Minister concluded 
that this could entail employment in 'other 
places'. 

A further reference to the fate of one of the 
Swanley-based vehicles is referred to in an 
extract from the Transport (disposal of road 
haulage property) Bill. At the sitting on the 
9/2/56, the Labour MP for Enfield East, Ernest 
Davies, listed instances of vehicles being 
transferred to far-flung BRS outposts. He 
claimed that three vehicles from Strood were 
now based at Dundee, while a Swan ley'exile' 


was now to be found in Motherwell. 

The eventual outcome of the closure is 
unknown to the writers and there are few left 
who might know a bit more of the later history. 
Perhaps a degree of peace returned to the 
village with the closure of the depot, which may 
or may not have proved popular with the older 
residents, who were accustomed to the throb 
of a Gardner, the whine of a Bedford or Austin, 
not forgetting the wonderful AEC soundtrack 
disappearing up Swanley Lane. 

The good news, though, is that the original 
Forge House and yard are still intact with various 
small businesses present and, in a workshop 
directly behind the house, metal fabrication is 
still performed one hundred years on. 


With thanks to: 

■ Sally Harber ■ The British Commercial Vehicle Museum 
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To the Front 



Above: Displayed at the Lincolnshire Aviation Centre, East Kirkby, in superb restored condition, 
Bedford ‘WLG’, FW 2378, is considered to be the first bus produced at the Luton plant. Fitted 
with 20-seat Rainforth coachwork, this is an excellent example of a vehicle employed on pre¬ 
war rural bus services. 


Clive Baker comments on how 
Bedford retained the front engine 
layout for its PSVproducts while 
many other competitors followed 
contemporary trends. 

Above: Bedford ‘M’ series lorry, JCJ 524, of 
1950 followed by Bedford OB, coach, HVJ 
203 of 1951, carrying Duple Vista body, 
make their way along the main street of 
Welshpool as part of the annual vintage 
vehicle festival in July 1998. Sharing a 
similar radiator grille with the 0 series, the 
M models had a slightly smaller chassis 
with a PSV option. (All pictures, Clive Baker) 


M y earliest recollection of 
vehicles built by Bedford, 
the name adopted by 
Luton-based Vauxhall 
Motors for the commercial 
sector of its business, occurred during 
a family day trip to Llandudno in 1949. 

Not quite three years old, I accompanied 
my grandfather past a long line of motor 
coaches, on our way to the beach. The front 
ends of these PSVs appeared to my young 
eyes as lorries but, to the rear, an elegantly 
designed luxury coach. 

I refer of course to the ubiquitous Bedford 
OB; first introduced in 1939, its success 
seemed thwarted by the outbreak of 
World War II, after only 73 chassis had been 
supplied. However, re-introduced in 1945, 
this model became a market leaderjoining 
the fleets of both small independents and 
large undertakings, so that 12,693 OBs had 
entered service by 1950 when the model was 
superseded. 


Pre-World War II models 

My attraction to the Bedford must have 
been stimulated by my father, who spent 
many an hour behind the wheel of one 
during the 1930s. In later years, he frequently 
recalled his days as a mobile trader when, 
in partnership with two brothers, he would 
drive one of two Vans'supplying hardware 
and general household supplies to remote 
villages in north Staffordshire and South 
Derbyshire. 

Before the business ceased trading at 


the outbreak of the war, 'Baker Bros' had 
owned three different mobile shops, the 
earliest being a Chevrolet, the parts of which 
were imported from General Motors, the 
USA-based parent company to Vauxhall, 
and assembled at the Luton plant. The 
Chevrolet in question did not prove a 
success, the brothers recalling the need to 
regularly dowse the wheels with water. This 
is probably not surprising; with every cubic 
inch of space being utilised to accommodate 
merchandise as well as a paraffin tank and 
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Above: Reproductions of two pre-World War II photographs of Baker Bros’ mobile shops. One of the vehicles is known to have been a Bedford 
‘light delivery chassis’, which was considered the more reliable of the two operated, the other being a Ford. 


two roof racks, the laden weight of the 
vehicle would have possibly been stretched a 
little beyond its limits... 

The year 1931 sawVauxhall Motors 
introduce the Bedford marque: all British, but 
based on the Chevrolet design. During the 
latter years of its business, having disposed 
of the'Chewy', Baker Bros operated, two 
vehicles - a Ford as well as my father's 
favourite Bedford. This was considered 
the more reliable of the pair, a vehicle that 
appears to be mounted on the'light delivery 
chassis', depicted in a number of very inferior 
photographs that only came to light a few 
years ago. 

By 1945, Baker Bros had returned to the 
hardware trade, by establishing a shop 
in Burton upon Trent, bidding farewell to 
the country lanes and far-flung villages. 

The delivery vehicle during the early days 
took the form of my father's Austin Seven 
saloon, FA 5160, purchased second-hand 
from Wellings, a local undertaker and 
coach operator. During the 1950s, after an 


unpleasant experience with a Ford 400E 
10/12 cwt van, my father registered his 
pleasure in returning to what he described 
as the old style of driving, by replacing the 
forward control Ford with a'stub-nosed 
Bedford 'CA' 15 cwt model'. 

Like those from other manufacturers, the 
Bedford bus chassis were variants of those 
produced for the lorry market; designated 
with the letter'B'following the type 
specification, based on that of the'O'Series 
lorry, the Bedford OB possessed a drop axle 
chassis in common with PSV practise. 

The pre and post-war periods saw the 
Luton-based manufacturer filling gaps in 
both the UK and overseas markets with 
various versions of its chassis range. Powered 
by Bedford's 3.18 litre, six cylinder petrol 
engine, buses with bodies supplied by a 
number of builders included Waveney, 

Birch and Thurgood, became a familiar sight 
during the 1930s. 

With its sales office sited at Hendon, also 
the site of Duple, Coachbuilders' plant, it 


is not surprising that a close association 
should be forged with that company, its 
name becoming synonymous with Bedford 
throughout its existence. 

I recently observed a fine example of a pre¬ 
war Bedford bus at the Lincolnshire Aviation 
Centre at East Kirkby, home of one of the 
remaining Lancaster bombers. FW 2378 is 
thought to be the first Bedford bus to enter 
service; supplied to Gosling of Mareham-le- 
Fen in 1931, its chassis was a modified WLG 
goods unit that preceded the introduction of 
the WHB, Bedford's first bus chassis. With 20 
seat body by Rainforth, the vehicle remained 
with that operator until 1947 when it left the 
road and ended-up in a ditch, damaging its 
chassis. It remained in store until the 1970s 
when, following a total strip-down, the 
Bedford re-emerged as a unique example of 
a 1930s normal control country bus. 

Judging from what detail is visible on some 
of the inferior images of Baker Bros'vans, the 
Bedford radiator applied to all commercials 
of that period and clearly shown in the 



Captured at the Llandudno vintage vehicle rally in 2013, GZ 2248 is a restored 
example of the wartime Bedford OWB, with Utility bodywork by Duple. 
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only single-decker produced during the 
war, except for a handful of unfrozen chassis 
in 1942, the OWB had a six cylinder 28 hp 
petrol engine, four-speed gearbox and servo- 
assisted hydraulic brakes. 

Orders for supply of the 32-seat bodywork. 


Above: Photographed at Aberfoyle, while 
operating the ‘Trossachs Trundler’ tourist 
service in 1994, Bedford OB, BJV 590, with 
Duple Vista body was a 1950 example, 
originally supplied to Blackburn of Grimsby. 
Records show that this venerable Bedford 
has seen continuous service throughout its 
long career. 

Above: Dual-purpose ‘OLAZ’, KGD 904, 
previously part of the MacBrayne fleet, but 
by 1972 when captured at Lochgilphead, in 
the livery of McLachlin, is made ready for its 
next run to Tallvallich. 


picture of FW 2378, is evident. The 'bull-nose' 
style applied to the 0 series lorries and OB, 
OWB and OLAZ PSVs made its debut in 1937. 

World War II 

With the curtailment of bus production 
because of the outbreak of war, Bedford's 
seemingly short period in the bus market 
proved false when, in 1941, the Ministry of 
Supply authorised the company to produce 
a'Utility'version of the OB. Known as the 
'OWB', this very basic version of the pre-war 
luxury motor coach took to the road from 
1942. Having the distinction of being the 


its construction and appearance resembling 
that of the utility double-deck vehicles, were 
placed with a number of coachbuilders with 
available capacity, but primarily Duple. 

By the end of its production period in 
1945, no less than 3,398 vehicles had been 
produced. Not considered exactly attractive, 
the wooden slatted seats being unpopular 
with passengers, many operators disposed 
of their OWBs soon after the cessation of 





A visit to the Country Bus Park at Shrewsbury never failed to yield some elderly members of 
Shropshire’s independent fleets. This OB with Duple Vista coachwork, property of Minsterley 
Motors, contrasts sharply with the early Duple-bodied SB parked to its left, demonstrating 
the rapid development in construction and styling in the early post-war years. Regretably 
the camera did not capture a full image of the SB, but the vehicle could be GVA 462, which 
belonged to Vaggs of Knockin Heath at that time. 


hostilities. 

However, with a chassis likely to outlive 
its body by some years, many received new 
bodies in the post-war period. Examples are 
those supplied to Scottish Motor Traction. 
These'Baby Seagull'coaches bearing all 
of the flamboyant styling of the original 
Seagulls built by Burlingham and fitted to 
AEC and Leyland under-floor engine chassis, 
became the replacement for OB types as well 
as the OWB. Featuring modern styling with 
the driving position moved forward beside 
the engine, these rebuilds saw extended 
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Above: The iconic motor coach of the Late 1950s, a 1958 model SB3, with Duple Vega coachwork, 
featuring the‘butterfly wing s’grille, makes its way through Goathland, North Yorkshire. 

First delivered to Robinson of Great Harwood as its fleet no 99, this preserved Bedford was 
photographed in 2012, operating vintage coach tours to the Yorkshire Moors. 


life north of the border, many passing to 
independent operators for further service. 

My own memory of these sometimes- 
demeaned vehicles goes back to 1965, 
when I was working in Derby. I would note 
the depot of the local building contractors. 
Ford and Weston, accommodating that 
company's lorries, a Rolls-Royce delivery van 
and a number of OWBs, used for transporting 
personnel to and from building sites. The 
rather unsophisticated, but well-maintained, 
company livery of green and bright yellow 
adorned all vehicles.The OWBs were no 
exception, retaining the wooden slatted 
seating, the type being not an uncommon 
choice for civil contractors. 

As already stated, the OB became a best¬ 
seller during its five years of production, 
mainly receiving Duple's'Vista'coach body, 
although the products of other coachworks 
did emerge. Plaxton and Barnaby offered 
alternatives in the luxury sector and Mulliner 
for stage carriage operation. Many, exported 
to Cyprus, received new bodywork with 
forward control layout, thus extending their 
service life. 

Another PSV variant of the 0 range chassis 
also found a market, principally in Scotland. 

In sparsely populated areas such as the 
Highlands, a vehicle with dual-purpose 
capacity, for parcels and mail as well as 
passengers, proved to be the ideal solution. 
The Bedford OLAZ model, as supplied in 
1952 to MacBraynes, its 20 seat Duple body 
mounted on a principally goods chassis, 
featured an enclosed rear compartment, 
separated from the passengers by a glass 
partition, for the carriage of goods. The rear 
aspect resembled that of a van with double, 
full-height glazed doors. 

Totally unaware of these late appearing 
Bedfords, which remained available for two 
years following the end of OB production, 
and still sporting bull-nose radiator grill, I 
first discovered an OLAZ type whilst visiting 
Lochgilphead in 1972. Following the take¬ 


over of Macbraynes by the Scottish Bus 
Group in 1970, one such vehicle, illustrated 
in this article is KGD 904, Macbraynes fleet 
no 163, wearing the livery of its later owner 
McLachlin, who operated a service to 
Tallvallich. This dual-purpose vehicle is now 
preserved in its original MacBrayne livery. 

Forward Control 

As the OB models began to appear dated and 
the market required a higher seating capacity, 
Bedford introduced the 'SB' at the Commercial 
Motor Show of 1950. Destined for a long 
innings of 37 years, this first forward control 
Bedford psv chassis could be supplied in a 
host of variations throughout its era. 

Initially designed with a 17ft 2in wheelbase, 
to accommodate a 33-seat body, power 
supply came from a Bedford six cylinder, 4.92 
litre petrol engine, front-mounted with four- 


speed synchromesh gearbox. The driver sat to 
the right of the engine, with the front wheels 
directly beneath. 

The front panel initially featured a radiator 
associated with the'S'type'Big Bedford'lorry, 
a most imposing vehicle, also introduced in 
1950. With full-fronted cab, in some cases, 
separated from the passenger cabin by a 
glazed screen, there seemed little to choose 
in layout between the SB and products of 
other competing manufacturers, such as 
Leyland and AEC, prior to those companies 
soon adopting the under-floor-engine 
arrangement. During this very short period, 
Bedford PSVs were in line with others 
involved in bus production. 

My first outing in an SB came in the late 
1950s; destination Alton Towers, our party 
travelled in a fleet of four coaches operated 
by Wellings of Burton upon Trent. Having the 



Above: The purpose of SB, XDD 672, is clearly defined, as it awaits its 
next school run, parked on a windswept track on the Isle of Anglesey 
in 1976. Supplied new to Silver of Epney in 1959, with its 40-seat body 
by Duple Midland, it epitomises the country bus of its era. 



Above: Once in the Large fleet of NZ Railways Road Services, this SB 
has found a new function as a traveller home, its occupants taking a 
break at Gulf Harbour, to the north of Auckland. Retaining the original 
SB front end, its coachbuilders, NZ Motor Bodies, Petone have also 
incorporated the Duple-style side screens. 
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Above: HuLLey of BasLow, Derbyshire 
purchased SB5, 2626 UP, in 1973. With 
its chassis converted to accommodate 
front access by coachbuiLder Yeates 
of Loughborough, the vehicle, new to 
Armstrong of Ebchester in 1962 had a 
‘Pegasus’45-seat body. 



Above: At the Baslow depot of Hulley, four Bedfords feature in this image. In the foreground is 
SB5, EVX 325B, with Plaxton C41F bodywork, originally owned by Roydonian while, to the right 
is VAL70, VWW 982F of 1968 carrying Willowbrook 56-seat bus body, purchased from Wigmore 
of Dinnington. To the left, with Duple ‘Firefly’, 41 seat coachwork is SB5, BHL 525C, new to West 
Riding in 1965 and tucked away at the rear is VAM14, GNL 713D. 


choice of three half-cabs or a much more 
modern-looking SB, I opted for the latter. 
DFA 177, a 1955 SBG (petrol engine) carried 
a 36 seat body by Burlingham and featured 
a glazed bulkhead separating some rather 
rowdy passengers from the driver. 

The numerous SB options included diesel 
alternatives (SBO), twin-speed rear axle 
and 7ft 6in or 8ft widths, the options being 
updated and re-classified throughout the 
production period. 

With the ever-present requirement for 
greater seating capacity, a chassis with the 
longer wheelbase of 18 ft was introduced 
to accommodate a 30 ft body, which could 
eventually seat 41 passengers. I recall that 
early 30 ft models had seats for 37 or 39 


passengers. With no glazed bulkhead to 
isolate the driver, these saloons featured 
a low semi-circular partition to screen the 
engine pod and gear lever. A single seat for 
a relief driver would be positioned to the 
nearside of the engine. 

Duple remained the predominant coach 
body supplier with Plaxton close behind, 
followed by Burlingham, Yeates and, later in 
the 1950s, the classic Harrington Crusader. 
Also supplied for stage carriage use, SBs 
carrying Willowbrook bodies could be seen 
operating on rural routes, while Mulliner took 
orders from the armed services. 

SBs did not only attract the home market. 
Like its forebear, the model could be 
found overseas in places as far away as 


New Zealand, where the chassis received 
locally-built bodywork by NZ Motor Bodies, 
Petone, over 1000 units being supplied to NZ 
Railways Road Services, owners of the world's 
largest Bedford fleet. 

Around 1956, the heart-shaped or'butterfly 
wings grille replaced the Big Bedford radiator 
grille on Duple's'Vega'-bodied SBs. With the 
abandonment of the 17 ft 2 in wheelbase 
chassis, this 30 ft 41 -seater became as 
familiar sight in seaside coach parks during 
the late 1950s as the Vista-bodied OB had 
done ten years previously. A seating capacity 
of 41 could be achieved by placing a double 
seat to the nearside of the engine pod, 
level with the driving position and forward 
of the main doorway. This layout became 
established for SBs for the remainder of the 
model's production period until 1987. 

My own memory of this model is a visit 
paid to the workshops of Stevensons of 
Spath, Uttoxeter in 1972. Requiring attention 
to its petrol engine, SBG fleet no 24, a 1956 
delivery, having completed 16 years of 
private hire and summer Saturday seaside 
special workings, was observed with front 
nearside passenger seat, driver's seat, engine 
pod and all surrounding flooring removed, 
the effect resembling a cavern giving 
copious space for the mechanics to service 
the vehicle in readiness for just one more 
summer season. 

The year 1957 proved to be a landmark, 
with Bedford introducing its first diesel 
engine, previously Perkins and Leyland 
having supplied the oil engine options. The 
new six cylinder unit had a capacity of 300 
cu in or 4.93 litres, and when fitted to the SB 
that chassis took the specification of'SB1'. 

The following year, 1958 saw Bedford 
in competition with a new entrant to the 
lightweight bus market. By adapting its 


Above: After commencing service with the Royal Navy in 1965, the civilian life of J2,JCH 380N, 
began in 1975, when purchased by Derby-based motor dealer Kays for the purpose of staff 
transport. This used a forward control version of a small goods chassis. 
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Above: Photographed at Llanidloes in 1979, VAS1,AEP 904C, looks in excellent condition for its 14 years of service. Sporting Duple‘Bella Vista’ 
coachwork, very much a shortened version of the Vega Major styling, the VAS stood alone in the 29-seater market. Its original owner was Hughes, 
of LLanfair Caereinion. 



Thames Trader lorry chassis for PSV use. Ford 
quickly ousted Commer from the second 
place in the lightweight field and became 
a strong threat to the SB range as well as 
subsequent chassis designs. 

The SB layout with access behind the 
front wheels did not lend itself to one- 
man operation. With the producers of 
heavyweight single deck vehicles with 
under-floor engine offering a chassis with 
front wheels set back, allowing space for an 
access door level with the driving position, 
Bedford was missing an opportunity to 
supply a lightweight option. 

Yeates, the Loughborough-based 
coachbuilder, claiming a smaller share of 
the SB market, offered a solution. By moving 
the front axle towards the rear by a distance 
equivalent to the width of an access door, an 
effective lightweight one-man bus could be 
achieved, utilising the company's'Pegasus' 
44/45 seat body. Vauxhall Motors did not 
approve this conversion, however a good 
number of these variants could be witnessed, 
particularly serving country routes under the 
ownership of independent operators. 

Of the examples I recall, the now preserved 
TTL 517, fleet no 55 of 1961, operated by 
the Lincolnshire independent, Delaine of 
Bourne, and 943 AWR, also of 1961, originally 
owned by Store of Stainforth, but from 1966, 
working for Elsey, another Lincolnshire 
operator took the specification of'SB1'. The 
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slightly newer 2626 UP, purchased new by 
Armstrong, Ebchester in 1962 before passing 
to Hulley of Baslow, carried the chassis 
specification SB5. 

Bedford, for the first time in its history, 
designed a small capacity chassis specifically 
for PSV use. The VAS range becoming 
available in 1961, featured forward control 
with front-mounted engine. Having a 
wheelbase of 13 ft 8 in, the VAS1 had a 
Bedford 300cu in six cylinder oil engine and 
the VAS2 a Bedford 214 cu in six cylinder 


petrol unit. 

Duple and Plaxton supplied bodywork, in 
particular after its introduction in 1962, the 
Duple'Bella Vista', a shortened version of that 
designed for the SB and VAL models proved a 
popular choice. 

One vehicle that I particularly recall, when 
at Southsea in 1962, is thought to have 
featured a VAS chassis. For the exclusive 
use of Mr Acker Bilk and his Paramount Jazz 
Band, who had recently topped the music 
charts, its Burlingham 'Seagull 60'style body 


VAL14,966 RVO. with the less common ‘Europa’C50D specification coachwork 
by Yeates, is one of seven such coaches supplied to Barton of Chilwell in 1963. 





























Right: Introduced in 1968, the PLaxton Elite 
body arrived towards the end of VAL70 
production, when popularity for the marque 
was waning. UMR 554J, new 1971 to Barnes 
of Aldbourne, is seen on the seafront at 
Tywyn, wearing the livery of Bath-based 
independent, Roman City. 

offered luxury travel of the highest standard. I 
can find no other reference to this vehicle. 

High Capacity 

To meet a growing trend towards high 
capacity single-deck buses, the Luton- 
based plant introduced possibly the most 
revolutionary PSV chassis ever to take to the 
road. Although the triple-axle vehicle with 
four-wheel steering had been developed by 
Leyland in the late 1930s, resulting in two 
'Gnu'models being purchased by the Scottish 
operator Alexander, it took almost another 30 
years before Bedford revived this layout with 
the'VAL14'in 1962. 

Designed to carry a 36 ft long body, the 
19 ft 3 in wheelbase chassis had very soft 
suspension and its 16 in diameter wheels 
allowed a lower floor level with less intrusion 
from wheel arches. 

With a totally different layout to that of the 
SB and only the second Bedford chassis not 
to be a development from one of a lorry, the 
VAL had an access door at the front, opposite 
the driving position, front wheels set back, 
but retained the front engine - diesel only, 
no petrol option. 


First generation VAL14s received power 
from a Leyland 0.400 6.17 litre, straight six 
cylinder oil engine, vertically mounted, 
driving through a five-speed synchromesh 
gearbox of American design with optional 
two-speed rear axle. By 1967, Bedford had 
developed a 466 cu in, six cylinder oil engine 
of 7.63 litres and applied it to the updated 
'VAL70; that turned out to be the final version 
of this icon of a'Swinging Sixties'motor 
coach. 

Initially intended as a luxury coach with 
bodywork by all of the major suppliers. 

Duple and Plaxtons taking the lead 
with the'Vega Major'and'Panorama' 
respectively, bodies suitable for stage 
carriage operation were also introduced, 
principally by Willowbrook and, to a lesser 


extent, Strachan. It could be argued that 
more coachbuilders produced models for 
the VAL than for any other Bedford chassis - 
Weymann 'Topaz', Harrington 'Legionnaire', 
Van Hool'Vista Dome'and Caetano'Estoril' 
among them. 

Spending my student days at Coventry, just 
after the introduction of the VAL, with the 
college campus close to Pool Meadow bus 
station, I witnessed the arrival of many such 
coaches bringing visitors to view the newly 
consecrated cathedral. Wandering amongst 
these vehicles at break times, I was invited 
to sample the leopard-skin upholstery of a 
Skills of Nottingham VAL/Vega Major, being 
informed by its proud driver of the coach's 
Saturday duty - transporting the then first 
division Nottingham Forest football team 



I Above: The VAL model, mainly associated with PSVs, also attracted the large van and animal transport market, probably due to its Low floor. This 
horsebox, GNR 844L, is unique and survives in the Location photographed. 


36 May 18 


www.roadscene.com 






































Above: Representing the final front-engine Bedford design, VAM14, GNL 713D rests at Hulley’s depot. Complete with air-conditioning, its PLaxton 
Panorama coachwork accommodated 45 seats. New to Galley of Newcastle, the vehicle remained in the Hulley fleet, when absorbed into to the Silver 
Service Group in 1977. 


to its away matches. Regular VAL visitors 
included Halls of South Shields, a bus owned 
by Lloyds of Nuneaton and my first sighting 
of a Harrington'Legionnaire', owned by 
Astons of nearby Marton. 

Just as the Coventry operators seemed slow 
to purchase the larger vehicles, remaining 
loyal to the SB and Ford alternatives, back 
home in Burton upon Trent, I noted the 
same reluctance. Viking Motors, traditionally 
loyal to AEC and Leyland and very forward- 
looking, did not purchase VAL/Vega Major, 
fleet no 5, CFA 645C, until 1965, but then 
added a further five to its fleet up until 1968. 
Viking's two latest VAL70 models carried 
Plaxton Panorama bodies; their Bedford 
engines not finding favour due to high 
fuel consumption, both were offered for 
sale having only served for one year. The 
company then moved its loyalty to Ford. 

Having stated that this chassis held the 
distinction of being an early non-lorry 
derivative of its maker, in fact the opposite 
situation applies. The VAL's low floor made 
it an attractive option for carriers requiring 
ease of loading; not only mounted with 
a box van superstructure, the model also 
appeared as a horse box with elegant timber 
finish. 

Recorded as the only such vehicle 
produced by G C Smith of Loughborough 
in 1973, this VAL70 now resides on a garage 
forecourt in Staffordshire. 


Competition for the SB: 

Although the VAL attracted a broad range 
of buyers, Bedford realised that many 
customers had remained loyal to the SB, 
a smaller and more practical vehicle. By 
designing a medium length chassis with 
front wheels set back, enabling an access 
door at the front, customers requiring a 
vehicle suitable for one man operation would 
be attracted. 

Having a wheelbase of 16 ft 1 in, the 'VAM' 
chassis could accommodate a 33 ft body with 
seating capacity up to 45, although some 
operators chose to remain at 41 seats, thus 
allowing greater passenger space. Retaining 
the front vertical engine layout, but unlike 
the VAL, both diesel and petrol versions 
were available; the VAM3 being powered 
by a Bedford six cylinder unit of 4.93 litres 
capacity, as opposed to the VAM5 with a 
Bedford 5.42 litre, six cylinder oil engine. 
Another option, the VAM14, came with a 
Leyland 0.400 6.17 litre oil engine. 

My own observations confirmed Bedford's 
intentions, with many SB operators opting 
for the VAM, when purchasing new vehicles. 
Initially the new chassis carried either the 
Duple'Bella Venture', a coach body utilising 
Vega Major components, or the Plaxton 
Panorama. Taking its place in the stage 
carriage sector, the predominant bodywork 
came from Willowbrook, but the visually 
similar Plaxton 'Derwent' body also found 


favour. By this time, Burlingham had been 
absorbed into the Duple Group, while 
Harrington and Yeates had ceased to trade. 

A newcomer to the luxury coach market 
came from Portugal; with Continental styling, 
bodies by Salvador Caetano, imported by 
Moseley of Loughborough, first attracted my 
attention in 1970 when Burton upon Trent 
operator'Jalna'took delivery of two such 
models mounted on to VAM chassis. Typical 
of European practise, these coaches had 
a higher floor level, hence the engine pod 
that greeted all passengers when boarding a 
VAM, was hardly noticeable. 

In 1970, Bedford finally abandoned its 
front engine policy, when introducing the 
underfloor engine 'YRQ', the first of a number 
of such designs that would be supplied until 
the demise of bus production in 1987. It is 
interesting to note that the SB survived until 
that date. Outliving all other designs as well 
as its rivals from Dagenham, it is interesting 
that a vehicle layout that became superseded 
so early in its production period should be in 
demand for so long. 


■ Bibliography: 
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MOTOR PACKING CO 


A series of pictures in the Chris Hodge Stilltime Collection has sent 
Mike Forbes off in a slightly different direction for this look at the 
operations of a well-known company. 


T he Motor Packing Company 
was based in Can ley, Coventry 
and undertook the packing and 
shipping of what were known 
as CKD - Completely Knocked 
Down - kits of parts of vehicles for export. 
Most of the pictures here were taken for an 
article resulting from a visit by Commercial 
Motor in 1948, the others from subsequent 
visits to this and other associated operators in 
the Midlands. 

Motor Packing ran its own vehicles, as well 
as using hauliers like British Road Services and 
Mortons - later taken over by BRS - to take 
the crated vehicles and parts to the docks for 
export around the world. We have pictures of 
some of these, plus some interesting views of 
the company's packing operations. 

'CKD'has long been recognised as referring 


to a kit of parts. In many cases, this is not 
quite accurate, as the parts have never been 
assembled, but supplied by the vehicle 
manufacturer to be put together in the 
customer's country, often via a company 
like Motor Packing to crate-up for onward 
shipping, which is seen here. However, in 
other cases, also seen here, the vehicle would 
actually be driven to Canley, then stripped 
down there, to be sent for reassembly in the 
receiving country. 

The import regulations of some countries 
at various times have required all or a 
proportion of assembly of vehicles to be 
undertaken locally. For example, when the 
CM article was written, Australia required 
vehicles to be received in a completely 
unassembled state for a preferential rate of 
duty to be obtained, usually supplied less 


Above: The CM article records a complete Foden DG6/15 eight-wheeled 15 ton chassis-cab, 
Less tyres, destined for Australia. The vehicle had arrived under its own power a day or 
so before the visit and the considerable dismantling was carried out by Motor Packing’s 
mechanics - a true example of CKD, not just a kit of parts. The vehicle parts were packed 
on a stout wood base, 29 ft Long and 3 ft 4 ins wide, the size of the main chassis frame, 
with only the end cross-members Left in place, to provide better packing accommodation. 
The two rear axles and one forward axle were placed Longitudinally inside the frame with 
the wheels Left in place.The remaining axle, with wheels removed, was placed on top and 
various other items, radiator, springs, tank, seats and miscellaneous parts were built up to a 
height of 2 ft 11 ins, to complete the whole enormous pack. 

The parts were built up, one within the other, with timbers to prevent them shifting in 
transit, then the sides and top of the case nailed into position. The whole case would 
weigh around 4% tons. A second case, 8ft Long, weighing 30cwt, would contain the 
complete engine and gearbox, while a third would contain the dismantled cab, seen in the 
background. (CHC aay807) 


tyres and batteries. Items dutiable at a high 
rate would also be packed together. 

For New Zealand and South Africa, by 
contrast, engines, gearboxes and transmission 
might be left in place, but axles were normally 
removed to simplify packing and reduce 
freight. The Benelux countries, before the 
UK joined the'Common Market'(remember 
that?) not only demanded CKD, but engines 
broken down to the cylinder block and sump, 
with all auxiliaries removed, and tyres shipped 
separately from wheels. 

However, there were markets where skilled 
labour was not readily available, so vehicles 
must obviously be sent in a more or less 
complete state, apart from parts readily 
replaced without special tools or skill. Some 
motor manufacturers would pack their own 
products for export, while others would take 
advantage of the expertise of Motor Packing 
for this work, as seen in these pictures. 
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Above: A detail shot of the Foden DG 
parts packed up, including the front axle, 
steering column and box, prop-shaft, fuel 
tank, wheels and other items. (CHC aay817) 


Left: A view in the rainy yard at the Canley 
works, with British Road Services’Ley Land 
Octopus 22.0/1 eight-wheeler, JBO 378 
(Cardiff, 1953), fleet no 2G684, being Loaded 
by Motor Packing’s Rapier crane with crates 
marked ‘Standard Vanguard’, probably each 
containing a ‘CKD’ kit of parts for a car. Note 
the Ferguson TE20 tractors Lined up in the 
background ready for export. (CHC abe249) 
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Above and right: Another BRS Lorry at the 
CanLey works, a Seddon Mk 5S-9 tractor 
unit, OOA 442 (Birmingham, 1954), fleet 
no 2E515, is seen about to leave with a 
tarpaulin-covered Load of crates on its 
ScammeLL coupling platform trailer. (CHC 
a bf 214/5) 


Left: The Gardner 5LW engine and gearbox 
for the Foden were also crated up 
separately. (CHC aay822) 


Below: BRS Cheapside, Birmingham depot 
was closely associated with the motor 
industry. Here we see an Albion HD57 
eight-wheeler, NGX144 (London, 1953), 
and Bristol HG6L, NOA91 (Birmingham, 
1953), in the background. Of note are the 
petrol and DERV (Diesel Engined Road 
Vehicle) fuel pumps; bulk storage by 
hauliers was intended to avoid supply 
problems after the mid-1950s Suez crisis. 
(CHC abe245) 

















































Left: The chassis frames for a batch of four Daimler 
CVG6 double-decker bus were just bolted together 
and labelled. (CHC aay805) 


Below: Other parts of the bus, including radiator, 
fuel tank, cross-members, bonnet panels and 
Lots more, which were delivered to CanLey 
unassembled, were crated up together.The insides 
of the crates were covered in waterproof paper to 
help avoid rusting of steel parts. (CHC aay808) 
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Below: The crowded yard at BRS Cheapside, 
seen across a row of new motor-cycles 
awaiting dispatch. The lorries to be seen 
include a Dodge of the Moss Gear Company, 
of Tyburn, and an unlettered Commer 
Superpoise, among seven or more BRS 
vehicles, including a Maudslay and a couple 
of AECs in the background on the Left; and 
on the right, beyond the rear of the Ford 
Anglia, a Fordson ET6 dropside, fleet no 2F206 
from Bristol, Bedford ‘O’ and ‘OW’ and a pre¬ 
war LeyLand parcels van, just visible in the 
background. (CHC abe250) 


Below: LeyLand Octopus 
22.0/1 platform-bodied 
eight-wheeler, TFC 81 
(Oxford, 1952), fleet 
no 44G515, is seen at 
a Local Lorry Driver of 
the Year heat, in spite 
of carrying a rather 
ungainly-looking 
Load of four Standard 
Vanguard cars, crated 
for export by the Motor 
Packing Co. 

(CHC abg491) 


Above: The Gardner 
6LW engine, springs 
and other parts for the 
buses were packed in 
yet another crate. 

(CHC aay818) 































Above: The driver of this Austin 
FE artic, 797 AFC (Oxford, 1956), 
fleet no 44G1315, with ScammelL 
coupling dropside trailer, 44G163, 
has also had the bad Luck to 
have to undertake the driving 
tests at the LDOY heat with his 
vehicle Loaded with another four 
Standard Vanguard cars destined 
for export, unlike the drivers of all 
the four, six and eight-wheelers 
waiting in the background. 

(CHC abg4< 


Below and Left: Morris-Commercial PV15/20 van chassis were 
being packed in batches of five. The parts from the factory were 
grouped, the engines, radiators, tanks, dashboards and steering 
units in one case, with the front and rear axles, frames, wheels 
and tyres and other parts in a second case. (CHC aay810/819) 
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Left: Some vehicles, like this Coventry- 
CLimax trailer pump, were packed almost 
complete, in a single case, with just 
the wheels and mudguards to fit at the 
destination. (CHC aay816) 


Below: Here is a Jones Super 22 mobile 
crane, LOM 552 (Birmingham, 1951), 
moving Hercules bicycles in crates marked 
for Teheran and other destinations around 
the Motor Packing warehouse. 

(CHC abe252) 


Group, possibly headed for Australia, and 
a four-wheeler, ORW 623 (Coventry, 1953), 
marked with the name ‘Massey Harris 
Ferguson’ on its door, Loaded with three 
‘Little Grey Fergies’on its platform. 

(CHC abf217/8) 


Above and right: Two Commer Superpoise 
Lorries, a Scammell coupling-equipped 
artic unit, LOA 357 (Birmingham, 1950-1), 
in Morton’s Transport Livery, with a Load 
of Humber cars in crates from the Rootes 
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1 & 2: Apparently, the Motor Packing Co used 200 tons of timber 
and 3 tons of nails each month to build the packing cases, seen 
here being Labelled for Morris-Commercial and Perkins, for whom a 
consignment of diesel engines was headed for Australia to convert 
petrol-powered American Lorries. The 5 ton overhead crane can be 
seen in the background. (CHC aay814/809) 

3: A general view across the Canley building, with a Fordson 7V in 
the bottom corner, the wall-mounted cranes and all sorts of vehicle 
parts being packed up. The Daimler and Morris-Commercials are in 
the background, while the Standard Vanguard car was popular in 
Commonwealth countries, which were Largely supplied from Britain 
in those days. (CHC aay815) 

4: The wide customer base of Motor Packing is shown by this Austin 
K2, HGU 722 (London, 1946-9), of GEC (The General Electric Company) 
Magnet House, Birmingham, its semi-streamlined integral van 
bodywork contrasting with the wartime-style grille, among more 
packing cases in the warehouse, marked Mexico City and Teheran. 
(CHC abe251) 


www.roadscene.com 


May 18 45 








































HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 1. DIGITAL EDITION: VISIT: pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 
OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


EfYES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO VINTAGE ROADSCENE MAGAZINE 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 


IF DELIVERY IS TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS, COMPLETE BELOW 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 


We may wish to contact you regarding our special offers that we believe would 
be of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes that you would be happy to receive 
these communications via ■Email iPost ■Phone ■ Text Message. 

We will not pass your details onto third party companies. 


UK SUBSCRIPTIONS (DIRECT DEBIT ONLY) 


fD 


□ I wish to pay by Direct Debit paying just £5 for the first 3 issues (SAVING 
62%). I understand that after 3 issues my subscription will continue at £21 
still saving 22% every 6 months - unless I write to tell you otherwise. 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Account name. 

Sort code Account number 


Signature. Date 

Driniratnr’c: IH m imhpr Direct Det}its from account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
Wl iy If IdlUl b IU IUI IDUf assured hv the Direct Dehit auarantee. I understand that this instruction mav remair 


81317131813 


assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


t 9 PAY BY CHEQUE / DEBIT / CREDIT CARD 


□ UK: 6 issues at £27 

□ UK: 12 issues at £54 SAVING 9% £49 

□ USA / EUROPE: 12 issues at £66 

□ REST OF WORLD: 12 issues at £72 

□ I enclose a cheque for £.made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited 

□ Please debit my □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard for £. 

Card number 


(drawn fan a UK accaurU) 


Security number 

Valid from./.Expiry date./. 

Signature.Date. 


(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Vintage Roadscene Subscription, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 

(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Vintage Roadscene Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG, UK 

PHONE TOLL FREE FROM USA:1 -888-777-0275 (7am-3pm EST) 

I 111 I INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1959 543 747 


Offer closes on the 25 May 2018. Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy seriously and will only use your personal 
information to administer your account and to provide the products and services you have requested from us. We will only contact 
you about our special offers via the preferences you have indicated above and you can update these at any time by emailing us 
at subs@kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543 747. I- 1 

VRSP0518 


D VINTAGE 17 

KoadscenL 


2 EASY OPTIONS. 


OFFER 1 DIGITAL EDITION 


PAY JUST £28.99 
FOR 12 ISSUES 
SAVING 46% 

All of our digital magazine 
subscriptions and issues can be 
downloaded from anywhere in the 
world and read on PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, Android devices, Kindle Fire, 
Windows 8 devices and any HTML5 
compatible device. 


4^, J\ \\ Big Bedford \\FordD \\ Epsom / 

/// Fire Engines //Series // Coache / 

VINTAGE t/S'ngle 
K oAPSCENf f £ S ^ e ®“IY 



* Discount calculated from print issue price of £4.50, 


AVAILABLE ON 
THEAPP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 

* p0dffitnn3gs.com 

pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 


















































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

WHICH ONE SUITS YOU? 


OFFER 2 UK PRINT EDITION 


3 ISSUES FOR £5 


SAVE UP TO 62% 

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE FREE DELIVERY DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 



iDriving a Steam Lorry | 


FIRE BRIGADE WORKSHOPS 100 YEARS OF EAST KENT RALLY DIARY 


ROADSCENE - BUILD AND RESTORE ■ LIKE FATHER, L IKES0^L»_ 


Dumptrucks 


British Lorries for 
the World 


Teignmouth 

Dorks 


More Caught ^Re 


\\\ Circus \\ 1965 Four- \\ Swains in 
///Transport //wheelers //Telford 

VINTAGE F 


-^Sj -n VI | Af '■H ^ ard »En^e s Fire » Cruiset T 

E N RoADSCENEq ™ £ 

J ^ - Issue 208 March 2017 £4.30 

^^S00f00if^cotti^0erri0 [ ORABLE NAMES 


3®[?& 


* UK Direct Debit offer only 



r 

1 ONLINE 




Q 

1 shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrs 




0 

EASY 

9 POST 

r Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
Vintage Roadscene magazine subscriptions, 




Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, 

Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 



WAYS 


q CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 




TO ORDER 

O 01959 543 747 & quote offer codeVRSP0518 





Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 





























Manufacturer 

Scene 



Above: William Shaw’s Armstrong Saurer is seen at Barnoldswick Fair in June 1939. (NFA) 


S aurer had already established an 
enviable reputation as a truck 
manufacturer by the 1920s, and the 
new Saurer Model B Series certainly 
enhanced the company's standing 
on the international stage. While the vehicles 
may have been seen as more expensive than 
some other models, these long-lasting, reliable 
and economic lorries soon made their mark. 

The end of the decade was marked by further 
expansion. In 1929, Saurer took a majority and 
controlling interest in another Swiss vehicle 
manufacturer, Motorwagenfabrik Berna AG. 
This company had been producing lorries and 
buses since 1905, at its factory at Olten, but the 
developments of motor cars in the early 1900s 
had not been successful. 

Following the takeover, production at the 
Berna factory continued, and the vehicles 
produced also carried the Berna badge. With 
the increasing use of Saurer components in the 
Berna lorries, the vehicles from the two 'stables' 
became remarkably similar in appearance. 
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Above: A1945 Saurer 5C fuel tanker. 

(Saurer Museum) 


Left: Saurer M4 personnel carrier of 1946. 

(Saurer Museum) 


Below: A restored 1946 Saurer C-H Bus. 

(Elmar Reich) 


The Berna plant continued to produce lorries, 
buses and trolleybuses, the last of these being 
produced in 1967, with some of the 1960s-built 
trolleybuses still in passenger service in Chile, 
as late as 2010. 

While the late 1920s and early 1930s was 
a period of economic difficulties, Saurer 
continued to invest in the design and 
development of new and improved diesel 
engines, which included smaller high speed 
units, designed for passenger vehicles and 
delivery vans. In 1934, the first of the C Series 
models were brought to the market. Other 
development work included the conversion 
of the Saurer D-Type standard petrol engine 
to diesel, with a number of vehicles operated 
by large fleet owners being converted for 
comparison test purposes. 

This work was a prelude to the development 
and introduction of a new six cylinder diesel 




Above: A1945 forward control Saurer 5C six cylinder. (Saurer Museum) 


I 


engine. By the late 1930s, Saurer was also 
producing an increasing number of heavy-duty 
cross-country vehicles. These had initially 
been designed to meet the requirements 
of the Swiss Army, but again the impressive 
performance and quality of the Saurer vehicles 
had attracted interest from elsewhere, and 
these vehicles were exported in some numbers 
to other countries. 

The outbreak of World War II again resulted 
in Saurer supplying vehicles to both sides in 
the conflict. The Allies threatened to bomb 
the Arbon factory, despite Switzerland being 
neutral, and tried to bring pressure on the 
Swiss Government to end the sale of vehicles to 
Germany. However, the outstanding contracts 
were completed, and it was not until 1943 that 
deliveries of any further vehicles were ended. 
This may have been due in part to rumours 
having been circulated that Saurer vehicles had 
been adapted for use as mobile gas chambers. 

During the war years, the vehicle and textile 
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Above: A1950 Saurer 2C-CR1D four cylinder normal control Lorry. 

(Saurer Museum) 


machinery production facilities at Arbon were 
given over to the manufacture of vehicles, aero 
engines and associated components. Between 
1940 and 1943, a total of 3,235 vehicles was 
produced, but only 7% were exported, these 
being mostly the outstanding orders for the 
German Army. The business, rather than any 
political relationship with Germany during this 
time, later caused problems for the company as, 
in the immediate post-war period, there were 
protests by the workforce, who accused some 
members of the management of being Nazi 
sympathisers. 

Across Europe, industry and infrastructure 
had been severely damaged and the need for 
rebuilding led to an increase in the demand for 


all types of vehicles and machinery. Saurer was 
faced with rapidly-filling order books but, with a 
lack of trained engineers and skilled production 
workers, the company was unable to produce 
vehicles fast enough. Customers were faced 
with a wait of over two years for a new Saurer. 

This presented some problems for companies 
wishing to re-equip, especially those in other 
countries. By 1947, for example, Whitbread 
was still running a number of Saurers, some of 
which were acquired in 1923. These included 
three 5-tonners, seven 6-tonners, three 6 
ton tankers and three 4 ton tankers and, 
when replacements for any of these were 
required, the company would turn to a British 
manufacturer. 


Saurer's'British Connection'continued in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s, with an agreement 
with Morris-Commercial, to allow the British 
company to build Saurer diesel engines under 
licence. Early examples of the 5 ton Morris 
Commercial FVO.12/5, introduced in May 
1948, were powered by a 4256cc six cylinder 
Saurer diesel engine, which was also used in 
some of the FVO.9/5 tractor units. Saurer diesel 
engines were also used in the first of the Morris 
Commercial NV Series, which was introduced 
in 1950. 

However, the difficult post-war period did 
mark the beginning of a period of growth and 
expansion, not only for Saurer but for the Swiss 
economy as a whole. Design and development 



Saurer bought Berna in 1929 and 
the 1950s Saurer and Berna models 
were very similar. (Saurer Archive) 
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I Above: A1953 Saurer SV 2C, owned, restored and rallied in the UK by Above: A1956 Saurer S4C six cylinder normal control dropside Lorry. 

Roger Mortimore. (Alan Barnes) I I (Saurer Museum) 


continued and the D Series range of vehicles 
was introduced in 1959. The workforce was 
increased, production increased, as did sales 
and, by 1962, the plant at Arbon was employing 
nearly 4,500 workers. Despite the quality of its 
product, Saurer made no attempt to compete 
in the'mass production'truck market and was 
regarded by many as very much a minor player 
in the market. 

Annual production varied between 600 and 
900 vehicles, and it was not until the early 
1970s, that annual output exceeded 1,000, 
when a new assembly plant was opened. 
Production figures for 1961 showed that Saurer 
produced only 297 vehicles, with Berna adding 
another 118. With production levels this low, 
and long delivery times it is hardly surprising 
that vehicle imports into Switzerland increased 
dramatically, with Germany selling 3,717 
vehicles in 1960, with the figure increasing to 
6,167 in 1961. Another concern was the level 






I Above: A Saurer 2DM 4x4 cargo truck in military service. (Saurer Museum) 
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Above Left: The Saurer 5DF 6x4 was introduced in 1974. This one is owned and restored by Laurent Dircks of the Netherlands and seen with a 
Kassbohrer skeletal trailer. (Laurent Dircks) 

Above right: A1970 Saurer 5DF six cylinder forward control Lorry and draw-bar trailer, fitted with powder tanks. (Saurer Museum) 


of exports, which had fallen to some 4% of 
total production, even lower than it had been 
during the war and far removed from the 85% 
achieved in 1910. 

The reasons were clear. The Swiss company 
was now faced with competition from major 
manufacturers in the USA, while Germany 
had recovered, and trucks produced by MAN, 
Magirus and Mercedes-Benz were selling well 
to Swiss operators. The Scandinavian truck 
manufacturers, Volvo and Scania, were also 
beginning to make their presence felt in the 
European and world markets. The Swiss Army 
continued to support its domestic suppliers, 
with a total of 730 Saurer 2DM Trucks being 


delivered between 1964 and 1967, despite the 
cost being higher than similar vehicles offered 
by Volvo and MAN. 

Observers at the Geneva Motor Show in 1964 
commented that: "Saurer have nothing new to 
offer this year and appear to be content to rest 
on their laurels and to regard their long waiting 
lists as proof of the success of their current 
models". 

It must also be borne in mind that truck 
manufacture was only one part of the Saurer 
business, as the company remained an 
important producer of textile machinery. 

In 1968, Jost von Fellenberg was appointed 
Managing Director, a trained engineer, his brief 


was to develop plans for the future expansion 
of the company. While the Board accepted his 
proposals for the development of the textile 
machinery business, they were unsettled by 
his proposals for a tie-up with Italian vehicle 
manufacturer Fiat. He presented a research 
and development agreement which he had 
negotiated with Fiat, which was far more 
expansive than the Saurer Board was prepared 
to consider. In the event, the MD was replaced 
and the negotiations with Fiat were ended. 

Following von Fellenberg's departure, the 
company once again tried to promote the 
vehicle manufacturing side of the business, 
and attempted to strengthen its position in the 
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export market. With the Arbon works capable 
of producing 1,500 vehicles annually, a 50% 
export target was set in the early 1970s. There 
were attempts to establish new markets in the 
Near East, Africa and South America, as well as 
their European neighbours. However, in the 
face of state-of-the-art trucks being produced 
by other manufacturers, the expectations that 
Saurer could make an impact seem to have 
been misplaced. In the event, foreign and 
overseas sales failed to exceed 200 vehicles 
annually, and the only real market for the 
expensive Saurer vehicles was the loyal Swiss 
customer. 

Although Saurer had largely favoured the 
bonneted design for its commercial vehicles, 
some forward control models had been 
brought to the market, military vehicles in the 
1930s, and the Saurer 4CH and 5CH in the late 
1940s and 1950s, which bore some similarity to 
the Vulcan produced in the UK. At the Geneva 
Motor Show in January 1971, the company 
exhibited three new models and two of them 
featured modern image forward control cabs. 
Interestingly both models could be supplied 
badged as either Saurer or Berna, according to 
customer preference. The larger of the two was 
the Saurer 5DF or Berna 5VF 6x4, powered by a 
six cylinder turbocharged diesel engine, while 
the Saurer 4DF/ Berna4VF was fitted with a 6 
cylinder normally aspirated diesel. 




Above:A 1980 Saurer D230N 4x4. (Saurer Museum) 
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Above: A1982 Saurer D330 BD 4x2 with a TIR tilt-style body. 

(Saurer Museum) 


Above:The Saurer D330B eight-wheeled tipper was produced between 
1976 and 1982. (Elmar Reich) 
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I Above: A1976 Saurer 4DF, restored and owned by Laurent Dircks. I I Above: A restored Saurer 5DF turntable escape fire Ladder.(Elmar Reich) 

| (Laurent Dircks) 


The 1970s also saw an interesting 
collaboration between Saurer and British 
Leyland, with an agreement signed in 1973 
relating to the manufacture and marketing of 
new bus models. The mechanical units were 
provided by Saurer, with the bus bodies being 
built by Leyland's wholly-owned subsidiary, 
Leyland DAB AS in Denmark. The mid-engined 
buses were designed for use in Europe, rather 
than the UK, and the first of the new vehicles 
were used as city buses in Geneva. While 
'design by committee'does not always prove 
to be successful, the British-Swiss-Danish buses 
were considered to be well-designed and 
sound performers. More'experiments'followed 
and, in 1977, the first articulated bus to be 
used in Britain was handed over to the South 
Yorkshire PTE. The chassis and bodywork had 
been built by DAB in Denmark and the vehicle 
was powered by a mid-mounted 240HP Saurer 
engine. 




Above: A restored 1913 Saurer. (ELmar Reich) 

By the mid-1970s, Saurer was suffering losses 
in both the vehicle and textile machinery 
business and, having failed to achieve the 
export target, the rejected von Fellenberg idea 
of a link with another vehicle manufacturer 
was raised again. This time, discussions were 
held with both Iveco and Daimler Benz and, 
eventually, an agreement was signed with 
Iveco. However, funding difficulties and lack 
of support from the Swiss banks led to the 
agreement being terminated, almost as soon 
as it had been signed and, in 1982, the Saurer 
Board began to seriously consider the future of 
its truck manufacturing business. 

With the proposed link up with Iveco having 
come to nothing, Saurer then negotiated a 
new agreement with Daimler Benz. This led 
to the formation of a new company NAW 
(Nutzfahrzeug-Werke Arbon and Wetzikon), 
which was managed by Daimler Benz, with 


Above: A restored Saurer D290B forward control Lorry and draw-bar trailer. (Elmar Reich) 
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I Above: The Saurer grille badge. (ELmar Reich) | 

Saurer having a 45% stake in the business, 
while Oerlikon Buhrle took a small 15% stake. 
However, these arrangements did little to solve 
the underlying problems at Saurer, where those 
responsible for the textile machinery part of 
the business became increasingly unwilling to 
subsidise the loss making vehicle business. The 


Above: Engine detail of the restored 1913 Saurer. (Elmar Reich) 


A Saurer 4CM military 4x4 truck. (Elmar Reich) 







decision was taken to end vehicle production 
at Arbon in 1987, while in 1990, Saurer also sold 
its holding in NAW to Daimler Benz, enabling 
the company to devote its resources to the 
core textile machinery business. 

During the final years of the 1980s and 
1990s, NAW continued to produce a small 
range of models for Mercedes-Benz and it 
was the German company which eventually 
took control of NAW in 1992. Ten years later, 
Mercedes-Benz reorganised its production 
structure, which led to the closure of the Swiss 
operation in 2003, a hundred years after Saurer 
had produced its first lorry. 

• The use of information and photographs 
from the Saurer Museum, The Commercial 
Motor and Truck and Driver is gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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Suddenly it’s the1970s - and 


PART 

FIVE 


S' 


Mi 


I ■ ■■ 


Phil Reed continues his review of the vehicles available to transport operators during the decade. 


Above: A publicity picture from the Launch of the Barreiros tractor unit, called the ‘new Dodge 300 Series R38, built by Chrysler Spain’. This Left 
hand drive example, with the hydraulic tilt sleeper cab, is fitted with ‘Unilex’ cast-spoke wheels. 

Below right: A later Dodge 300 Series R3820P tractor unit - note the Chrysler Logo and 300 badge - finished in the standard range colour. The 
engine is referred to as a ‘Chrysler Spain BS36 Mk II 11.9 Litre turbo-charged diesel, driving through a Fuller RTO 9509 gearbox’. 


I n the previous instalments of this 
current mini-series, there has been 
some kind of logic in the manufacture 
groupings covered each month. 
However, in this current instalment, we 
revert to something with which I have been 
most familiar with through a long working 
life - random chance. 

While I have a plan for some of the 
manufacturers yet to be covered - which I 
won't burden you with at this stage, in case it 
doesn't work - the manufacturers appearing 
in this instalment are solely grouped 
together because of their position in the 
alphabet. 

So, away we go with Barreiros and Dodge 
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Above: The Dodge Barreiros tractor unit found favour with various 
operators, Like SJM 573M (Westmorland, 1974), with G W Taylor of 
Kendal, seen with a York tandem-axle curtain-sided trailer. 


Above: Surrounded by ERFs in the Ribble Cement fleet, this Dodge 
Barreiros 300 tractor unit, WWA 27S (Sheffield, June 1978), is seen 
with a tandem-axle bulk powder tank trailer. 


- a strangely fascinating tale, as far as 
your author is concerned, and one about 
which there is not a lot of information to 
be discovered. However I justify the space 
given to this US/Spanish/UK story, as it is 
definitely a path less travelled than most of 
the other 1970s tractor unit manufacturers 
covered in this mini-series. 

Chrysler had co-operated with Barreiros 
since 1963, when an agreement was made 
whereby the Spanish company could enter 
the car market by building the US Dodge 
Dart car. This agreement, it seems, was very 
much part of the Barreiros way of doing 
business. Since it had set up as a diesel 
engine manufacturer in the 1950s, Barreiros 


had reached agreements with Berliet, AEC, 
Hanomag, Tempo and others, enabling it to 
make trucks, buses, agricultural tractors and 
equipment plus light commercial vehicles 
in Spain - a very heavily protected market 
under the Franco dictatorship. 

Chrysler took over Barreiros in 1969 and, 
as a direct consequence of this action and 
the US company's earlier takeover of the 
Rootes Group, from the first half of the 1970s 
the Barreiros-built K3820P 4x2 tractor was 
marketed in the UK for 32 ton GCW (Gross 
combination Weight) operation. 

Presumably, because the name Barreiros 
did not effortlessly trip off the UK tongue, 
this vehicle was variously marketed, I think, 


as the Dodge Barreiros K3820P and then 
latterly simply as the Dodge K3820P. I am 
not absolutely certain about the Spanish 
truck's UK naming process, however, there 
was the need, in the UK, to affix the name 
Dodge to this unit. Dodge had, since the 
Chrysler takeover of the Rootes Group, been 
the group's marque supplying its heaviest 
trucks. 

Regardless of which designation it carried 
the K3820P, if early technical press reports 
are to be believed, had both a lot going for it 
and also a lot to hold against it. Its 11.9 litre, 
turbocharged, 270 hp in-line, six cylinder 
engine's strong performance and eight- 
speed range-change gearbox were praised, 
as were its brakes and low price. 

What was held against the Spanish- 
built tractor unit was its non-tilt, day cab, 
although a sleeper cab version followed. 
Based on an elderly design - no doubt part 
of the much earlier Barreiros cab deal with 
Berliet - this was criticised for its cramped 
and basic accommodation, reflecting its 
origins as a medium weight truck cab of 
indeterminate age. And, as UK operators 
were to find later, the K3820P's cab also had 
a propensity for serious rusting. 

But, otherwise the K3820P reflected - and 
met - the operational requirements of the 
country of its birth. Running at 38 tonnes 
GCW, it could run fast along the interminable 
motorway distances from Spain to the 
country's main Northern European export 
markets. Fully loaded with fruit and 
vegetables, it could also storm the high 
Pyrenees Mountains along the way with ease 
and had the powerful brakes necessary for a 
safe descent on the other side. 

Commercial Motor, at the time (1974), 
said the K3820P returned about average 
fuel consumption on its demanding UK test 



Above: A nicely restored Cummins-powered ERF A Series tractor unit, RTE 595M (Lancashire, 
1973), restored in the Livery of Aid Leys of Urmston.As well as the set-back front axle and 
revised grille, the A Series can be distinguished by the prominent chassis ends showing 
between the headlights. 
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Above:Seen at the 2016 KeLsaLL rally, 
like the Aidleys vehicle, this Gardner 
180-powered ERF 64G in Jos Millican of 
Longtown Livery, GHH 149L (Carlisle, 1973), 
shows that some operators still opted for 
the existing ‘forward-axle’ model. 


Right: A publicity picture from 1972, 
showing the rear of the ERF Model LAR 
340, the ‘standard’ 4x2 tractor unit for 34 
tons GCW, which could be supplied with 
Rolls-Royce Eagle 220, Gardner 8LXB or 
Cummins 220 engines. 


route, yet shaved around two hours off the 
usual journey time - so there is no doubt it 
was a flying machine. 

As far as I know, no major UK fleet operators 
bought the K3820P in any quantity - instead 
its benefits of low pricing and high power 
appealed mainly to smaller hauliers. In 
service with these operators, the Dodge 
Barreiros had a short and no doubt exciting 
life, disappearing off UK roads in a very short 
while - probably the vehicles'demise also 
hastened by rust and the folding of Chrysler's 
European business and a probable resulting 
diminution of parts and aftersales service. 

In researching the now almost totally 
forgotten tale of the K3820P in the UK, I 
uncovered reports that it was later offered 
with the option of a Cummins 14 litre 
engine. I do not recollect any mention of this 
application during my time at Cummins in 
the late 1970s/mid-1980s. It is possible that 
a few engines were supplied to Barreiros for 
prototype K3820P installation purposes, but 
I very much doubt production status was 
ever reached. I think I would have known, as I 
was a Cummins PR man at the time - and, as 
such, was always looking for new Cummins 
applications to publicise. 


We now move to ERF - a make very much 
on the upward trajectory at the time, though 
sadly now just a memory. ERF entered the 
1970s with a bang - and from then on had 
one of its best decades ever. To set the scene 
for its turbocharged decade ERF introduced 
the new A Series in 1970. This put ERF into 
the big time as a maker of top-weight tractor 


units. 

Though the A Series continued with a 
visually similar, but updated version of 
the earlier LV cab, underneath it benefited 
from a new range of rationalised chassis 
features. The A Series engine choice was 
also expanded to include a wider range of 
Cummins, Gardner and Rolls Royce units. 
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Above: This Left hand drive‘European’ERF Model MMG 380, 38 ton 
GCW tractor unit, with Gardner or Cummins engine, was supplied 
in Late 1972 to Transport DeLeon, of Wisele, Belgium. 


Above: A patriotically-Liveried ERF 40C2 4x2 tractor unit, with 
B Series sleeper cab, with a design weight of 40 tonnes GCW, 
photographed in 1976. 


Above: In 1978, ERF was marketing its B 
Series range under the ‘Trailblazers’ banner, 
like this B Series 34G2 tractor unit, with 
Gardner 6LXC and ZF AK-590 six-speed 
gearbox. 

As such the A Series quickly became a UK 
best seller. Complementing the A Series, the 
early 1970s also saw ERF further spread its 
wings, with the launch of a new heavy-duty 
tractor unit designed for export markets. 
Called the European, it had yet another tilt 
cab version of the ubiquitous Motor Panels 
cab, which we also meet in varying formats 
with Guy, Scammell and Seddon. 

The European was said to take into account 
of all forthcoming European legislation, 
including the possibility of operation at up 
to 42 tonne GCW. Though primarily designed 
for export markets the European also 
appealed to a fair number of UK operators, 
no doubt attracted by its tilt cab (ERF's first), 
super premium specification and even more 
powerful engines. 

Whether the European gained as much 
export sales success as ERF hoped I do not 
know. It certainly performed well with UK 
hauliers on the Middle East run. Also I believe 
that it gained a good reputation in Australia 


and South Africa - where a number of big 
orders for this unit were gained. 

However, the European's probably limited 
success was well and truly put in the shade 
with what ERF did next. The middle of the 
decade saw the company launch the B 
Series - yet another game changer for the 
company. What was not to like about a good 
looking, strong and well-equipped tilt cab, 
a premium driveline and all the usual ERF 
engineering benefits. The B Series range 
was available as a 2,3 and 4-axle rigid and in 
maximum weight 4x2 and later 6x2 tractor 
formats. 

One of the B Series'unique features was its 
immensely strong cab, which was designed 
in house. It made full use of ERF's experience 
in composite materials, incorporating Sheet 
Moulded Compound (SMC) for the exterior 
panelling of an immensely strong, all-welded 


steel cab frame. As such the B Series cab was 
able to hold its head up level with the very 
best cabs of the continental opposition. 

ERF continued its usual policy of offering a 
wide choice of proprietary engines in B Series 
tractor units. As such, the B Series tractor sold 
like hot cakes, not only in the haulage sector 
but also in big numbers to the UK's own 
account sector. From its mid-decade launch, 
ERF kept the B Series in contention with 
the ever-stronger competition - a process 
which was helped by the 1978 launch of the 
Cummins E Series Big Cam engine range. 

The E Series engine - notably the E290 - 
became the most popular engine choice for 
the ERF B Series tractor unit. And, as ERF 
heeded Cummins'gearing recommendations 
for the engine, it also turned out to be one 
of the most fuel efficient installations for this 
notably economical power unit. 




The ERF B Series artic unit was a popular option for many operators during the 
Latter half of the 1970s. This day cab-equipped example, UBC 627S (Lecester, 
1977), was in the fleet of Rugby-based Midland Meat Packers, with a York 
Fridgemaster trailer with a one-piece roof. 
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The Somerset Traction Engine Club's New Year's Gathering and Road Run 2018 was held at Bridgwater. 

Allan Bedford went along. 

Here's our first rally report for 2018. This annual get together and road run attracts owners of everything from a Vespa 
to custom cars, supertrucks and monster tractors, as well as classic commercials. The weather was wet and cold and 
the market site next to Junction 24 of the M5 is very exposed. Allan did not witness the main exodus of the vehicles, 
which by mid-morning had filled all available parking spaces in front of the Sedgemoor Cattle Market buildings. 



I Above: A beautifully-restored and scarce Dodge 500 Series tipper from 
the Peak District 





Above: 1 A Gardner-powered Atkinson Borderer tractor unit and Boden four-in-line tank trailer, in the Livery of Derek Cooper, not seen here before. 2 
Aldwick Services celebrated 45 years in 2017 and what better way than with this 1984-5 Scania 82M tipper? 3 Very basic and workmanlike, this Ford 
Thames breakdown has some cosmetic accessories added, including a sun visor, hubcaps, peaked headlights and an ‘ENFO’ badge on the rear mudguard. 
With its government-issue registration, RYX 266, was this once part of the Civil Defence Corps fleet? 






I Above: ERF EC tractor units in profusion - including one which looks as if it was part of the wonderful JCB fleet of these vehicles until recently. 
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The Spring Show at Malvern has always been something of a season-opener and for the second 
time classic commercials were invited along to the Spring Tractor World Show at the Three Counties 
Showground at the end of February. Malcolm Ranieri sent us some pictures he took of the lorries leaving. 



1: Many of the classic Lorries at Malvern were there to take a tractor or two to the show. This ERF E6 four-wheeler with a beaver-tail body, E71 
DCX is seen taking a Fordson Major with a County four wheel drive conversion home at the end of the weekend. 2 : A smart Little Late-registered 
(possibly ex-MoD) Bedford TK570, D493 GFH, carrying the name ‘Steve Finney Caravans’, but this time Loaded with a ‘Little Grey Fergie’TE20 
tractor. 3 : A nicely restored Volvo F7 tractor unit, B183 KAU, dating from 1984-5, in the stripey Livery of C A Weaver of Craven Arms. Many Lorry 
owners took advantage of the Sunday‘drive in day’to show their vehicles alongside the Lorries which were there all weekend. 4 : A Rolls-Royce 
Eagle-badged Foden 4375 tractor unit, K745 HNW, restored in Rugby Cement colours. It seems only yesterday we saw lorries Like this every day, 
but this one is 25 years old and keeping alive the memory of the orange Livery. 5 : In the Livery of Ross Roadways of Whitchurch, Ross-on-Wye, 
appropriately named ‘Lady B’, this Cummins-powered ERF B Series tractor unit, CJM 751V, is another captured by Malcolm on its way home. 

6: New on the scene Last year and causing a bit of a stir was this Ford Trader ‘NC’, said to have been imported from New Zealand, and now a 
tractor unit, seen with a step-frame trailer. 7 : An unusual preserved vehicle, a 1979 Detroit Diesel-powered GMC Astro 9500 six-wheeled tractor 
unit, now FNC 324T, which spent its working Life moving supplies around between US Air Force bases in the UK. 8: Complete with its rubber 
wings, but unfortunately not its original registration, FAS 990 is a Morris Z van, beautifully restored to its original Royal Mail specification. 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month 
which we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 


Please check details ^^^oadscene 
travelling long d* tan ood faith and canno 
publishes this llstin ?'? 9 for an y changes or m 


The season is underway now, so here isa list of events, covering the weekends between the publication dates of this and the next issue. If you're 
organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages. Hopefully, the 
weather will improve and everyone will enjoy their day out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you enjoyed an event - or were disappointed - 
and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


APRIL 


21st-22nd April - 2018 FESTIVAL OF MODEL TRAMWAYS, 
Manchester Museum of Transport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, 
Manchester M88UW: 0208 948 0721 
e-mail: ron.howes@tramwayinfo.com 
www.tramwayinfo.com/festivalfacebook.com/tramwaysfestival 
21st-22nd April - COLCHESTER TOWN & COUNTRY SHOW, Lower 
Castle Park, Colchester, Essex C011YJ: 01206 263088 
e-mail: admin@oakleighfairs.co.uk www.oakleighfairs.co.uk 
21st-22nd April - SANDBACH TRANSPORT FESTIVAL, The Commons, 
Sandbach Town Centre, Cheshire CW111 EG: 01270 766238 
e-mail: philbateman@hotmail.com 
www.sandbachtransportfestival.co.uk 
22nd April - KENT'S ALL FORD SHOW, Aylesford Priory, Aylesford, 
Kent ME207BX: 01732 840787 
Email: kentsallfordshow@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kentsallfordshow.co.uk 

22nd April - CTP SPRING ROAD RUN, Warminster Central Car Park, 
BA12 9BT, 65 mile road run for commercials: 01747 823365 
e-mail: m.bailey1950@btinternet.com www.thectp.co.uk 
22nd April - SPRING BUS SHOW, Amberley Museum and Heritage 
Centre, Station Road, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex BN 18 9LT: 
01798 831370 e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

22nd April - SPRING TRACTOR ROAD RUN, Rural Life Centre, Reeds 
Road, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey GU102DL: 01252 795571 
e-mail: helen@rural-life.org.ukwww.rural-life.org.uk 
28th April - CAMBORNETREVITHICK DAY, Camborne Town Centre, 
Cornwall, park and ride, using vintage buses: 01209 713116 
e-mail: vanoweth@googlemail.com www.trevithick-day.org.uk 
28th April - LINCOLN AUTOJUMBLE, Hangar 1, Hemswell, 
Lincolnshire DN215TJ: 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

28th-29th April - LEISURE LAKES STEAM & VINTAGE VEHICLE RALLY, 

Leisure Lakes Complex, Mere Brow,Tarleton, Preston, PR4 6JX: 07831 

495400 e-mail: alanatki2@aol.com 

www.leisurelakessteamrally.co.uk 

28th-29th April - WESTBURYTRANSPORT AND VINTAGE 

GATHERING,Top Field Flowers Farm, Bratton Road (B3098) Westbury 

BA13 4TT (under the White Horse): 01373 86416 or 07516 599179 

e-mail: kbmflowers@gmail.com 

28th-29th April - STEAMPUNK MARKET & ENTERTAINMENT, 

Waterworks Museum, Broomy Hill, Hereford HR4 OLJ: 01432 361147 

e-mail: info@waterworksmuseum.org.uk 

www.waterworksmuseum.org.uk 

28th-29th April - ACKWORTH SCAMMELL SPECTACULAR & 

HISTORIC VEHICLE SHOW, Ackworth Water Tower, Ackworth Road 

(A628), Pontefract, Yorkshire WF7 7ET: 01977 617327 

e-mail: brickyardorganic@yahoo.co.uk 

29th April - TRACTOR RUN, Prickwillow Drainage Engine Museum, 

Main Street, Prickwillow, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4UN: 01353 

778442 www.prickwillowmuseum.com 

29th April -TRACTOR ROAD RUN, Rollestone Camp, SP3 4DS, 

Amesbury, Wiltshire: 01747 828272 or 07821 184799 

e-mail: rjbpocock@btinternet.com 

29th April - OPEN DAY & CLASSIC FORD DAY, Whitwebbs Museum of 

Transport, Whitewebbs Road, Enfield EN2 9HW: 02083671898 

www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

29th April - EMERGENCY SERVICES APPRECIATION DAY, Abbey 

Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 5PX: 

0116 299 5113 e-mail: Andrew.Simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

29th April - THE CHESHIRE RUN, Poplar 2000 Services, Lymm, (J20 
M6/J9 M56), 90 mile run around Cheshire and North Shropshire: 


01925 652647 e-mail: thecheshirerun@hotmail.com 
Starts at Cheshire 

30th April - KNIGHTON HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUB, Crich Tramway 
Village,The National Tramway Museum, near Matlock, Derbyshire 
DE4 5DP: 01773 854321 e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

4th-7th May - 38TH ABBEY HILL STEAM RALLY, Yeovil Showground, 
Dorchester Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9RA: 01935 863199 
e-mail: secretary@abbeyhillrally.co.uk 
www.abbeyhillrally.co.uk 

5th-7th May -TROLLEYDAYS, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, 
Sandtoft, Doncaster, North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX: 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

5th-6th May - TRACTOR & STATIONARY ENGINE RALLY, John 

Marshall's Yard, Forge Road, Kingsley, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9LW: 

01420 474298 e-mail: sylvia.haydon@btinternet.com 

5th-6th May - STEAM & COUNTRY SHOW 

Monmouth Showground, Vauxhall Fields, Monmouth NP25 5BA: 

07966117936 e-mail: bordercountiesvintageclub@outlook.com 

www.bordercountiesvintageclub.co.uk 

5th-6th May - MAGNIFICENT MOTORS, Eastern Seafront & Princes 

Park, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 7PR: 01323 410000 

www.magnificentmotors.co.uk 

5th-7th May - LLANDUDNO TRANSPORT FESTIVAL, Bodafon Fields, 
Llandudno, Conwy County, North Wales LL30 3BW, inc Great Orme 
and Conwy Road Runs, plus Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza: 
01492 517004 (before 9pm) e-mail: vicci.rickettsltf@gmail.com 
www.llantransfest.co.uk 

5th-7th May - HERITAGE STEAM GALA, Bressingham Steam & 
Gardens, Low Road, Bressingham, Diss IP22 2AA: 01379 686900 
www.bressingham.co.uk 

5th-7th May - 40TH RUSHDEN CALVACADE OF HISTORICAL 

TRANSPORT, A6 Bedford Road, Rushden, Northants NN10 OSN: 01933 

315006 e-mail: bjw@uwclub.net www.cavalcade.org.uk 

5th-7th May - MERTON VINTAGE SHOW 

Faversham Showground, Staple Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 9HY: 

01227 731473 or 07887 712175 

e-mail: jamie.butterfield@btinternet.com 

www.mertonvintageshow.co.uk 

6th May - LAMBOURN VINTAGE MACHINERY ANNUAL SPRING 

SHOW, Lambourn Woodlands (B4000), Newbury, Berkshire: 01488 

683023 email: lambournvintagemachinery@gmail.com 

www.lvms.org.uk 

6th May - CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW, Catton Hall, Alrewas, Deryshire 
DEI 2 8LN: 01527 831726 e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

6th May - 57TH HCVS LONDON-BRIGHTON RUN, Crystal Palace 
7-9am to Madeira Drive, Brighton 10am-5pm: 01342 894564 
e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk www.hcvs.co.uk 

6th May - HETHERSGILL RALLY & CRAFT FAIR, Carlisle Airport CA1 
2RW: 01228 675336 e-mail: hethersgillvintageclub@outlook.com 
www.hethersgillvintageclub.co.uk 

6th-7th May -SHANES CASTLE MAY DAY STEAM RALLY, Shanes 
Castle Estate, Antrim, N. Ireland BT414AN: 02894464648 or 07712 
769072 e-mail: walteramcneill@hotmail.com 

6th-7th May - TWYFORD WATERWORKS SPRING RALLY, Twyford 
Waterworks, Hazeley Road, Twyford, Hampshire S0211QA 
e-mail: enquires@twyfordwaterworks.co.uk 
www.twyfordwaterworks.co. u k 

6th-7th May - BEER AND BANDS AT CRICH, Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP: 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk www.tramway.co.uk 
6th-7th May - SPRING RUNNING DAYS, The Transport Museum, 
Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX: 01564826471 


e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk www.wythall.org.uk 

6th-7th May - BLINDLEY HEATH HEAVY HORSE & COUNTRY SHOW, 
East Bysshe Showground, Blindley Heath, Surrey RH7 6LF: 01737 
645857 e-mail: sesha@edenbridge-show.co.uk 
www.shirehorsesite.org.uk 

6th-7th May - HAMPSHIRE COUNTRY FAIR, Netley Marsh 
Showground, Netley Marsh, Southampton, Hampshire S040 7GY: 
01283 820548 e-mail: info@livingheritagecountryshows.com 
www.livingheritagecountryshows.com 

6th-7th May - 42ND STRADSETT PARK VINTAGE RALLY, Stradsett 
Park, Stradsett, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE33 9HA: 01945 880091 
e-mail: stradsett@nvtec-ea.org.uk www.nvtec-ea.org.uk/rally 

7th May - 19th ANNIVERSARY ROAD RUN to Blandford Georgian 

Fayre: 01305 771760 or 07808 783912 

e-mail: g.wiltshire@btconnect.com www.transportofyesteryear.com 

7th May - BUS RUNNING DAY, Oxford Bus Museum & Morris Motors 
Museum, Old Station Yard, Main Road, Long Hanborough, Woodstock 
0X29 8LA: 01993 883 617 e-mail: info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

12th-13th May -BILLTARGETT MEMORIAL STEAM RALLY, 
Highbridge Farm, Eastleigh, Hampshire: 01794512331 
e-mail: billtargettinfo@yahoo.com www.billtargettrally.co.uk 

12th-13th May -BIDFORD VINTAGE GATHERING, Big Meadow, 
Bidford on Avon, Warwickshire B504PQ: 07747 741393 
e-mail: bidfordshow@gmail.com 
www.bidfordvintagegathering.co.uk 

12th-13th May -SAFFRON WALDEN CRANKUP/Just LikeWendyV, 
Sparrows End, Newport, Saffron Walden CB113TU: 07882175438 
email: info@swcrankup.co.uk www.swcrankup.co.uk 

12th-13th May - GAYDON LAND ROVER SHOW, British Motor 
Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire: 01926 643357 
e-mail: shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
http://britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

12th-13th May -ASHLEY HALLTRACTION ENGINE RALLY, Ashley 
Hall Showground, Ashley, Nr. Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 3QA: 
01751 200839 e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

12th-13th - STOTFOLD STEAM FAIR & COUNTRY SHOW, Stotfold 
Watermill & Nature Reserve, Mill Lane, Stotfold Bedfordshire SG5 
4NU: 01462 734541 e-mail: enquiries@stotfoldmill.com 
www.stotfoldmill.com 

12th-13th May - BRONTE VINTAGE GATHERING, Haworth Road 
(B6144), Cullingworth, Bradford, Yorkshire BD135EE: 01535 275535 
or 07721 578190 e-mail: enquiries@bronte-vintage-gathering.co.uk 
www.bronte-vintage-gathering.co.uk 

12th-13th May- NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY SHOW Newark 
Showground, NG242NY: 01636 705796 
e-mail: show@newarkshowground.com 
www.nottinghamshirecountyshow.com 

13th May -SALTFLEET CLASSIC VEHICLE DISPLAY AND AUTO¬ 
JUMBLE, Saltfleet Playing Field, Louth Road, Saltfleet, Lincolnshire 
LN11 7SB: 07903 465648 e-mail: PabU8686578@hotmail.com 

13th May - COMMERCIAL VEHICLES DAY Amberley Museum and 
Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex BN 18 
9LT: 01798831370 e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

13th May -TAUNTON VINTAGE BUS DAY, Minehead-Porlock-Lynton 
e-mail: tauntonrunningday@yahoo.co.uk 
www.tauntonrunningday.wordpress.com 

13th May- BASINGSTOKE FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT, War Memorial 
Park, Basingstoke RG214AG: 01256 844844 
e-mail: customer.service@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/transport-festival 
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CARNIVAL FLOATS 

Following on from the two articles in issue 
220, one on Atkinson tractor units and 
the other on floats in the Lord Mayor's 
Show, I thought you might be interested 
in the attached photos which combine the 
features of both articles. I've also included 
a shot of an Ergomatic-cabbed tractor 
unit and trailer float taken in 1979, which I 
believe was an AEC. 

The vehicles belonged to the Elkes Biscuits 
division of Adams Foods, based in Uttoxeter, 
and were kindly lent to the local church 
who then decorated the tractor units and 
trailers. The'flowers'were made from toilet 
paper with four sheets being folded, tied 
and fluffed out to make one'bloom', which 
then looked like a rose. 

In the late 1970s/early '80s, with 
bathrooms coming in a myriad of colours, 
there was a corresponding variety of 
colours of toilet paper. The ladies spent all 
winter producing the'flowers'to match the 
pre-agreed design. The finished flowers 
were then stuck, using wallpaper paste, 
onto thick cardboard sections which, in 
turn, were attached to wooden framing 
fixed to the trailer and tractor unit. It literally 
took in excess of 10,000'flowers'to cover a 
vehicle, leading to local shortages of toilet 



tissue! 

While the floats could be built up and 
stored under cover, we had to pray that 
it wouldn't rain on the day of the annual 


carnival parade through the streets 
Uttoxeter. 

Peter Snelson, Hollington 
Staffordshire. 

_ J 
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LISTER REGISTRATION 


DISSATISFIED CUSTOMER 

May I register my disappointment suffered 
upon reading the latest issue of the 
magazine? The reason I recently trimmed 
my subscriptions with you, from all three 
of your transport magazines to just Vintage 
Roadscene, was because, of the three, it gave 
superb coverage of the old transport scene. 

Now I find that there has been change 
of policy and that the latest issue is full 
of the same sort of irrelevant things as 
those which appear in the other titles. As a 
transport historian, I cannot become excited 
at manifold and regurgitated photos of 
preserved vehicles. For me, they and the 
models also included in your latest issue, 
belong in other bespoke magazines, some of 
which are in your own preserve. 

This very problem caused the break up 
and virtual disappearance of the AEC Society 
because the AEC Gazette was becoming 
full of preserved vehicles and the antics of 
their worshippers. Preserved vehicles are 
all very well, and I actually own one myself, 
but their ownership and adoration add 
very little to our fund of knowledge of the 
transport world of the past. I do a lot of 
archival research and would find it helpful 
were you, please, to concentrate the content 
oftheVR more upon that which actually 


was and really happened, rather than the 
fairground atmosphere of the modern 
preserved vehicle meeting. Research is 
difficult enough without the modern trend 
of bending history with imaginary liveries 
and inauthentic practices. 

Rather as Marks & Spencer now sells 
sandwiches, in the way that Boots does, 

WHS sells chocolate and sweets. If this trend 
continues then all magazines will be the 
same and with a much poorer content as a 
result. 

Please forgive my'old fashioned attitude', 
but someone has to try to keep the record 
straight. 

Stuart Shelton, via e-mail 

I'm sorry you aren't happy with the contents of 
Vintage Roadscene. I have to say yours is the 
first letter like this for a long time, every other 
tells me readers are happy with the range of 
contents. We do try to be a little different from 
the other magazines and I think we generally 
succeed. The rally and model content, like 
buses and fire engines, are regular features 
which takes only a small proportion of the 
pages. I shall publish your letter and this reply 
and if there are many readers who agree with 
you then we will alter the contents accordingly, 
otherwise we have to please the majority. 


You may remember my letter a while back regarding 
my Lister Autotruck that was used in the Leicester 
fruit and veg wholesale market. I must thank you 
for putting me in touch with Colin Chesterman who 
wrote an article for 'Roadcene about the company 
Douglas Weir who he used to work for. 

I am contacting you again with a plea for 
assistance, in the hope that there may be a slim 
chance that someone who worked at Racliffes 
wholesalers in Leicester may still be able to assist 
me in proving a link to this vehicle's original number 
plate, UBC 160.1 have virtually exhausted all avenues 
of enquiry and am really making a last ditch attempt 
to reclaim this number. 

From my previous research I am able to prove 
that the vehicle was registered in Leicester to the 
Ratcliffe company and I believe it was sold new by 
Douglas Weir who were main agents for Lister at the 
time. 

I would be extremely grateful if an appeal for 
information could be made to your readers. 

Steve Harrod 

Does anybody have any memories of this Lister 
Autotruck? Perhaps a similar request for information 
in a 'fruit and veg' trade magazine - something like 
'The Grocer'- could offer a contact. A long shot, I know, 
but someone might remember the company and its 
vehicles. 
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GOLDEN WONDER DAYS 

Your recent articles in Vintage Roadscene reminded me of an incident 
way back in late 1964.1 had landed a job with Golden Wonder Crisps, 
as a van salesman at the Edinburgh depot, at the grand sum of £6 per 
week basic salary, but with commission of 2d a box for every box sold 
(this was, of course, two pence in LSD, so you needed to sell 120 boxes 
to make one pound!) 

We were using BMC LD 30 cwt vans, which held about 500 boxes by 
memory (it was along time ago). Shortly after I joined, we got brand 
new BMC FGs, which held 1100 boxes and obviously were a lot bigger, 
especially in height, being somewhere around 12 ft tall. 

Very early in the piece, our oldest member of the team was 
delivering to one of his customers, who operated from an old railway 
property, which had an overhanging gantry at the loading dock. 

He reversed in as usual, forgetting he was in a new vehicle, and the 
subsequent crunch took his van out of service for a few weeks. 

These new vans had been delivered and serviced by John(?) Lunn, 
the removal company (part of the Bishops group if I recall). The only 
vehicle that they could come up with was one of their big Bedford 

v_ 
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pantechnicons, which would have held more than our artic trunker 
units, so we attempted to make a rope 'wall' halfway along the van, 
against which we loaded about a thousand boxes, and prayed that 
they would stay in place! 

This size of vehicle is obviously not suited to multi-drop deliveries, 
having a large spring-loaded tailboard and two enormous bat-wing 
doors. One memorable day, while going from Granton to Stockbridge, 

I decided to leave the doors pinned back to the sides. But when I 
pulled up outside the customer's, there was one door missing! Heart 
in mouth, I retraced my steps and, to my great relief, I found the 
missing door, propped up against a fence alongside Inverleith Park, 
slightly buckled but basically OK. Luckily I did not have to drive this 
for more than few days, but found the experience'interesting', having 
to always be aware of the great height and thinking about wind forces 
when out on the open road, etc. After this I had a lot more respect for 
the removal men. 

By the way, I love the variety of articles in Vintage Roadscene, keep 
up the good work. 

Bill Blackie, Blackwood, South Australia 

_ J 


TALE & LYLE MEMORIES 

I have just spoken to a very nice lady in the 
Kelsey Publishing Group office who gave me 
your name and e-mail address. I have just 
purchased a copy of the Tate & Lyle Transport 
book and want to say how much I am enjoying 
reading it! It is fantastic and it is bringing back 
a load of memories. 

My father worked at the Plaistow and 
Silvertown depots for many years. He started 
in the'Char End', cleaning out the mess of the 
sugar refining processing plant, before the 
war. He could already drive and owned a 1922 
Bullnose Morris so, upon his return from the 
war, he managed to get a job as a driver for 
Tate & Lyle (or Pease Transport as it was then). 
That is a story in itself! 

While he was a driver he would take me out 
on some Saturdays in his lorry, affectionately 
known as'Diesel 4'. This was an eight-wheeled 
Foden DG, with a plain float body, similar 
to fleet no 5 seen at the top of page 41 in 
the book, which became the oldest vehicle 
to be operating! No one else would drive it, 
because it did not have any power assistance 
anywhere, steering, clutch, brakes, gearchange 
- nothing! 

On one special occasion he took me out in 
a Commer artic, which blew its exhaust plug 
going downhill and made a terrific noise! This 
made a policeman, who was directing traffic 
at the time, stop and stare. It was a good job 
he was busy or there might have been trouble! 
I remember very well the way the cab would 
rear up when starting off - very different to 
Diesel 4! 

We used to take this huge vehicle through 
the City of London, have breakfast at a small 
cafe and pass London Airport on the old A4. 

I was only young and remember leaning out 
the passenger side window and watching 


the four-wheel steering mechanism work 
going round tight corners! When we reached 
Caversham, a small place near Reading, via the 
Sonning Cutting, we would 'Change Over', that 
is unload our vehicle so that another vehicle 
could be loaded for the onward journey. 

One year, my dad volunteered to drive the 
coach (single-cab AEC) taking the children of 
the workers to a fun park at Caversham, as the 
hired driver did not turn up and Dad knew the 
way! 

I also remember the Lorry Driver of the Year 
competitions and my father acted as an official 
at some of these events. I remember one at 
Plaistow Wharf and another in Southampton. 
For the latter trip he drove a Company Austin 
Somerset saloon, which seemed to glide and 
bounce down the road! 

After many years, he was promoted to Shift 
Foreman at Plaistow Wharf, a position he 
was very proud of, and he also spent time in 
Silvertown. 

He has passed away now, but I have all his 
photographs and I am sure that there are 
some illustrating some of the stories I have 
mentioned. If you would be interested, I can 
find them and write some text to go with 
them. 

My father's name is Charles Edward Morlham 
and he was well known at the time by drivers 
and management alik,e as he and Mum (and 
me!) used to attended the staff dances held at 
Plaistow Wharf Refinery. 

I hope this is of interest to you and I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Eur Ing Charles David Morlham, MSc, 
CEng, FIMechE, MIET, via e-mail. 

It sounds as if you could offer a great follow-up 
to the Road Haulage Archive issue on Tate & Lyle 
transport. 


TANKER DETAILS 

Having just received issue 220,1 was interested 
to see the Seddon Atkinson of J L Randall. 

In the late 1960s, we were getting deliveries 
of Aqueous Ammonia from ICI Heysham 
into Elvington, which was used to neutralise 
Phosphoric Acid from Albright & Wilson at 
Whitehaven. 

To start with, Smith and Robinson delivered 
the Ammonia, having some tankers on 
contract. One of their drivers was a Laurie 
Randall, known as the'gentleman driver; 
always very smart. Sometime later, Randalls 
tankers started to deliver Ammonia from 
Heysham, eventually running several tankers. 
This stopped when the plant was installed 
to convert Anhydrous Ammonia to Aqueous 
Ammonia on site. 

Anhydrous was delivered by ICI's own 
specialist tankers, and then for about a year by 
Calor, before reverting to ICI. 

Phosphoric Acid was delivered by various 
hauliers from Whitehaven, including Tyson 
Burridge. Later Phosphoric Acid was delivered 
by S & R, (KV-cabbed ERF eight-wheeler), 
and then John Forman, (Michellotti-cabbed 
Scammell eight-wheeler), from Rohm and 
Hass on Tyneside; five loads every week. 

Eventually Phosphoric Acid was imported 
to Ipswich, and then brought to Elvington by 
Barricks of Goxhill, North Lincolnshire,Trevor 
being one of the regular drivers. Later Derek 
Coopers, who did a lot of work for Chafer, 
especially from Chedburgh, Suffolk, took over 
deliveries to Elvington, using Volvos. 

Surprising how one picture can take you 
back 50 years in a couple of seconds, although 
I did ring Dick Kirby, my next in line in those 
days, for confirmation. 

Keep the articles coming, just to let the other 
half know I've not lost all my marbles yet. 
Please edit as you think fit, as I always stand to 
be corrected (Don't we all...? - Ed). 

Peter Wheeler, via e-mail 
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SAURER SURPRISE 

Imagine my surprise when I opened the latest 
Vintage Roadscene to see the Saurer article 
by Alan Barnes. In the photo at the foot of 
page 11 sits my wife's Grandfather, Anton 
Kunkel, beside the driver! He emigrated from 
Ashaffenburg in Bavaria in 1894, to work with 
Adolf Saurer, but sadly was killed testing a 
speed boat on the Bodensee (Lake Constance) 
in 1914. (See memorial painting done by 
the staff in the Automobil Abteilung after 
his death, where he had been their beloved 
Werkfuhrer). His son, my wife's Uncle Frtitz, 
also worked for Saurer until his retirement in 
the 1970s. 




We also instantly recognised the location of 
the photo at the top of page 16 of the three 
vehicles being delivered. They are just coming 
into the Bahnhofstrasse in Arbon and will pass 
the family home on the left of them in about 
300 metres! 

Among family artefacts found when we 
were clearing the house after his death was 
the attached photo of the Paris trials which I 
now know was 1908.1 have done a hi-res scan, 
which I am sending with a couple of more 
recent Saurer photos. The tipper lorry was 
still in everyday use in 2012 when I took the 


photos. The driver said it was much tougher 
than newer tippers which it had outlived! 

Brian Stephenson, via e-mail 



r 

SCAMMELL CRUSADER LIVES 

I am sending you this email to let you know the whereabouts of the 
ex-Nickolls Scammell Crusader, YYV 997T. 

It is in the care of m brother, Richard Read, who has no connection 
with the well-known haulier, Richard Read from Long Hope 
Gloucestershire. My brother reckons he is'Richard Read from No Hope, 
Dorset', which is far from true. 

He purchased the vehicle over the phone from someone in the 
Cambridgeshire area and had it delivered on a low-loader. The 
arrangements were that the driver would phone when he got to the 
A37, to be escorted to the workshop near Maiden Newton. The phone 
call came: "I've got a load of old scrap for you, sorry, I mean a classic 
truck." 

On arrival, she looked in a very sad state. One cab wing missing, no 
cab floor, etc. Richard worked extremely hard on her as he does to bring 
her back to life, as you can see in the photos attached. 




He doesn't use it much, it passes anything but not a diesel pump, 3-4 
mpg from the V8 Detroit. Any extra information you require, please feel 
free to contact me. Enjoy your magaznie! John Read, via e-mail 
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HALF-CABS 1 

I enjoyed the letter from Alan Biggs in issue 
221 on Ham River Half-cab AECs. When I 
was living in temporary accommodation at 
'Battle Crease Hall' Shepperton, as a lad in 
1946-47,1 used to watch the many half-cabs 
trundle by regularly, loaded with ballast and 
get the thumbs up from many of the drivers. 

1947 was the year of the snow and floods, 
with the Army's DUKWs used to deliver 
bread, milk and post, and rescue old people. 
As lads, we thought it was great and cadged 
lifts on the DUKWs. 

One haulage company that had a large 
fleet of tippers, Fordson 7Vs and some 
Vulcans, was 'Truckel'. The livery was light 
orange with large lettering. They all looked 
as if they had a hard life. I wonder if anyone 
remembers them or has any pictures? 

On Russell Road, where I lived, was Ray 
Merrick, a farmer's son, who had a number 
of ex-WD vehicles, an FWD COE, a Canadian 
'Chev', with a Thornton extra axle and others, 
which he used to haul rubble from bomb 
sites to road building sites, usually loaded by 
a Chaseside, but they had to be'hand-balled' 
off. 

I used to play'hookey'from school, to be a 
driver's mate, to help unload and sometimes 
have a drive on site. We always used to visit 
the bread and dripping shop in Staines for 
a nosh and pint mug of tea, plus get a few 
bob pocket money - great days. 

When I left school, I worked on the farm, 
driving tractors and at 16 I was driving a 
rough Fordson 7V, hauling manure from pig 
sties and stables out at Epsom. All had to be 
hand-balled on and off the lorry. I thought it 
was great, maybe illegal, but in those days, 
nobody bothered if you kept your nose 
clean and used your loaf. 

I loved that old lorry, the whine and smell 
of the engine when hot, as it was always 
overloaded, and being able to open the 
sunroof. Then I went into the Army, and 
drove all types of truck, after passing my test 



in a Bedford OYD, a great little truck. 

After leaving the Army, I worked on 
construction sites around the country, 
mostly on heavy plant, with McAlpine, 
French, Laings and may more. One of the 
lorries I drove was a half-cab Foden, not a 
favourite, thanks to a few bruised elbows. I 
enclose a picture. I liked the Ford best. They 
were great days. I made many friends, but 
sadly there are not many left. 

I'm in my eighties, still driving, but only 
light vehicles in my work as a security guard. 
It pays for my holidays and a pint! Keep up 
the good work. Great mag - the best! Sorry 
to hear of the passing ofTed Connolly. 

Mario Hoblyn, Louth, Lincolnshire. 

HALF-CABS 2 

Very pleased to receive my complimentary 
copy of Vintage Roadscene.This is the first 
time I have encountered this publication. 
Being a former lorry driver (not truck), now 
aged 84 years of age, it is indeed an air 
of nostalgia to me, the good old days, no 
digital tachograph, no CPCs, just good lorry 
drivers and their skills. 

One subject that interested me was the 
half-cab story. A lifelong friend, now gone to 
the 'large car park in the sky'took a job with 
Cannon Industries, based in Coseley, near 
Bilston,'Black Country'through and through. 
His lorry was a Guy Arab bus chassis, for 
its length and long wheelbase, chosen 


because Cannon also made boilers and their 
diameters were large dimensions, hence 
the low chassis. It was fitted with a half-cab 
bus-style cab, and I would say the only one I 
have seen, and moreover it had a Meadows 
engine. 

I was at the time working for'Starr 
Roadways', Bilston, on a Bedford'S'Type, PYH 
466, fitted with a Leyland Comet engine, and 
it would motor, but alas, I could not catch 
my mate's Arab along the A45 to Coventry. 
When I finally caught up with him at Bob's 
Cafe, at Ryton-on-Dunsmoor, drinking tea 
inside, his smile was as wide as the car park! 

I wonder if any readers remember a firm 
named Bulmers Steel Stockholders, from the 
North-east. They had a Foden eight-legger, 
with a low cab set below the load with the 
driver actually sitting under his load of long 
girders, on a suitably reinforced gantry over 
the cab, of course - I wouldn't fancy it! 

Anyway, Vintage Roadscene is a breath of 
fresh air to me, keep up the good work. I buy 
all my mags from Morrisons store at Bilston, 
but have never seen 'Roadscene on sale 
there - please rectify! 

Malcolm Saxon, Tipton 


Sorry, but 'Roadscene does not sell enough 
copies for the supermarkets to stock it. The 
best way to ensure you get your monthly 
nostalgia 'fix'is to subscribe, see pages 46-47 
for the latest offer. 


MORE ON RAILWAY 
ROAD VEHICLES 

Further to my letter in Vintage Roadscene 
issue 221, another well produced and 
copiously illustrated book on this subject 
is'Great Western Horse Power', by Janet 
Russell (OPC, 1995) ISBN 0 86093 425 X. 
Needless to say, it is about horse-drawn 
wagons, of which there was a tremendous 
variety, some of which were in use until 
the late 1950s! 

Nina Smith, Hebden Bridge 


THOUGHTS ON'THE RARE ONES' 

I recently purchased one of your publications, 
'The Rare Ones', a very good one, I must say. On 
page 57, the Maudslay horsebox may have been 
DDN 802, not DON 802. DON was a Birmingham 
registration issued in 1937-38. DDN was a York 
registration, which means it was possible it was 
meant for the LNER, but ended up with British 
Railways. 

On page 75, the Seddon tanker could possibly 
have had the PUB registration, as UB was a 
Leeds mark and Tetley was Yorkshire-based. 
Could be a coincidence or poetic licence? Who 
knows...? 


Lastly, on page 87, theThornycroft of 
Wilsons Brewery was based at Newton Heath, 
Manchester, not Birmingham. Birmingham had 
some good breweries, but Wilsons was not one 
of them. 

Please do not think this letter is a 'slight' 
against you. I have purchased quite a few of 
your magazines and subscribe to one of them. 

I hope this is of some help to you. Keep up the 
good work. 

By the way, I am a long-retired lorry driver with 
over 40 years behind the wheel and had some 
good times, but I would not want to do it now... 

G Rowley, Rowley Regis, West Midlands 
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(SOUTHERN NATIONAL'S RADIPOLE GARAGE 

- WEYMOUTH IN THE MID-1950S 

It is now a lifetime away since the exciting day trip took you on a 
drive along the Dorchester Road in a convoy of coaches heading for 
Westham Coach Park in Weymouth. 

The adventure took us past the Southern National Garage at 
Radipole. Just like any bus enthusiast in the 1950s and '60s, I always 
looked to see what was parked outside. Often visiting coaches would 
be there, to sort out any mechanical problems, to get home safely. 

We cannot forget Bere Regis & District as, from May 1953, this 
company had a depot next door, known as the Spa Garage. For 
several reasons, Bere Regis could only start its tours from this location 
and in a northerly direction. However, the company had a following 
of regular customers, who would walk the one mile from Weymouth 
just to travel on its coaches. 

Southern National and Bere Regis would help visiting coach tour 
operators from far and wide if they had a problem, which was always 
possible, as Weymouth could receive up to 200 coaches a day in July 
and August in those'golden years'. 

Has any of Vintage Roadscene's many readers an professional or 
passing memories of the Radipole Garages, near Weymouth - now, so 
long ago...? 

The only way to portray Southern National and Bere Regis at 
Radipole in the mid-1950s has to be in miniature, a time when bus 

v___ 



and coach history was supreme. With the help of Corgi Classics and a 
lot of imagination, it can be done. A Bristol K6A double-decker is just 
visible in the garage, possibly in its last year of service. From left to 
right, we have the obvious, a Southern National Bristol LL6B/Duple; 

LTA 958, a Bedford OB, LTA 906; a Grey Cars AEC Regal, LTA 629; a 
Daimler CVD6 from Burwell & District on a rare visit; again, no surprise 
to find two Bedford OBs of Royal Blue, HOD 78 and HOD 83, still in 
their original livery. At the Bere Regis & District garage is one of the 
company's everlasting Leyland Tigers, GAA 252 on its own territory. 

And for now they can only be found in the land of dreams... 

Sorry this is hand-written - if you can remember Bere Regis & 

District in its heyday, you have to be old...! 

Terry Giles, Trowbridge 

_I_ J 


VOLVO CORRECTIONS 

I picked up Vintage Road Scene recently and was impressed with the 
magazine and articles therein. Having been fascinated by trucks since 
an early age, I was interested in the Manufacturer Scene article on the 
1970s. 

Being ancient enough to remember the era and vehicles clearly, I 
enjoyed Phil Reed's words. A point that I think is slightly awry is his 
section on the F88 Volvo being offered with 260 then 290 hp. If my 
memory serves, all F88s at first had a 240 hp inline six, driving through 
an 8-speed or 16-speed box (8-speed with a splitter). 

The high-powered F89 (300hp-ish) from Europe was not available 
in right hand drive, so a 290 hp F88 was developed for Britain. These 
could be distinguished by a full-width black plastic grille (the black 
grille on today's Volvo FH trucks is a nod to this), the grille sticking 
forward a few inches to clear the intercooler. 

The panel below the grille on '290s'sloped forward to meet the 
bottom of the grille giving them a distinctive appearance. A friend 
of my dad drove a 290 in the late 1970s and I had the pleasure of 
travelling in the Bostrom Viking 303 passenger seat a few times - 
happy days! 

I note the photo in the article of the Geoff Gilbert Volvo F88 is a 240 
hp left hand drive example without the set forward grille. 

Keep up the good work. 

Graeme Garnham, Dunfermline, Fife 


FLETTNER DOWN-UNDER 

The photo of the electric train in Malcolm's article on Flettner 
Ventilators actually shows a'Harris'commuter train, introduced 
in the 1950s by the Victorian Railways for use on the Melbourne 
suburban system. 

I would think there would have been a vast market for the 
ventilators both on rail and road throughout Australia. 

Keep up the good work. 

Rob Hands, Australia. 



IRISH ELECTRIC 

I received the attached picture from a fellow vintage vehicle 
enthusiast, which shows what I believe to be a battery electric 
Partridge Wilson bakery van, CZ 8162, in Northern Ireland, possibly 
Belfast, I understand in 1935. My friend knowing of my interest in 
BERVs (Battery electric Road Vehicles) says he found it on the internet. 

This makes a good follow-up to the Irish transport issue of Road 
Haulage Archive, which included a picture of an Ormo bakery van in 
there. 

Keith Roberts, via e-mail 

r "\ 

ALBION DETAILS 

In 'Lorries on Test' in the April Vintage Roadscene you asked about the 
Albion pictured on page 40. 

It is an early FT101S Clydesdale, with flat dash and exposed 
headlamps and a Duramin cab. Later Clydesdales had curved dashes 
and recessed headlamps. 

The photograph was taken in Windsor in 1949, during a Commercial 
Motor road test of the Albion, using a semi-trailer loaned by 
Carrimore. I believe the limited tradeplates 736 MD were actually from 
Albion's London service depot in Brentfield Road, Willesden, where 
the Hindu temple now stands. 

Ian Maclean, Registrar, The Albion Club 

V___ J 
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Historic Commercial Vehicle Society 
57 th London to Brighton Run 
Sunday 6 th May 2018 


2018 Special Class - Commercial vehicles built before 1919 

The Society's way of remembering and honouring all those who made the ultimate sacrifice 

during the Great War, 100 years ago 

START : Crystal Palace 7.00 am to 9.00 a.m. 

FINISH: Madeira Drive, Brighton 10.30 a.m. to 5.00 pm 

Public Admission into Paddock from 2.00 p.m. on purchase of a £3 Run programme 

No public parking on Madeira Drive 

Programmes will be available en route or may be purchased in advance 
by sending a cheque for £4.50 (incl. p&p) 

to Geoff Heels, 4 Elmwood Court, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2RG (Cheques payable to HCVS Brighton) 
For further details visit the OFFICIAL SOCIETY WEBSITE - WWW.hcVS.CO.llk 

or telephone 01403 822045 Registered as a National Charity No. 271123 
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anniversary 
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CPA Services Ltd 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 

Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 
oil cooking and water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax: (01476) 579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 



ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE: NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN11 2DT 
eMail: i nfo@na 3t. org Phone; Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 


E transchem 
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IRONSTONE DUMPERS 

0 was much interested in the photograph on page 75 of the 
February issue of Vintage Roadscene, depicting the Mineral Haulage 
and General Contractors Foden dumper. 

Fortunately, Mr R M Eales of W G Eales and Mineral Haulage and 
General Contractors Ltd is still with us, to put me on the right road 
- please forgive the pun. I have given Mr Eales sight of the February 
issue and he is reasonably sure the dumper shown is registration 
number NRP 888, the fourth dumper of the first batch of Fodens to be 
delivered to M H & G C, for work at the Rushton ironstone quarry, to 
the north of Kettering. 

NRP 888 was ex-works from Foden, with a special exhibition finish, 
as prior to its delivery to Northamptonshire, it was displayed on the 
Foden stand at the Earls Court exhibition of October 1956. Mr Eales 
can't recognise any of the people in the photo, nor does he recognise 
the location, sadly. 

To keep the ball rolling on M H & G C, I enclose a photograph of 
one of the Fodens tipping ironstone into rail wagons at Glendon and 
Rushon Station, to the north of Kettering. The Foden would have 
brought the ironstone from the quarry, about 1 Vi miles away, which 
was worked from 1952 until about February 1971, by the Nassington 

v____ 
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Barrowden Mining Co Ltd. M H & G C was a contractor to Nassington 
Barrowden. 

I have no date for this fine photograph, but the dumper looks in 
good condition, and the first one of these came in 1956. The tipping 
dock is still there in the former station yard at Glendon and Rushton 
but, sadly, the Fodens are gone. Mick George now uses the quarry as 
a tip. Hope you are interested in all this. 

Greg Evans, Burton Latimer, Northants 
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NOTSHAP? 

I don't think that the picture at the foot of 
page 45 in Vintage Roadscene issue 221 is 
of the A6 over Shap. I have known this road 
intimately since the mid-1960s, when I was a 
police traffic patrol theron, using 650cc BAS 
A1 Os and A65s, together with Ford Zephyrs, 
both Mk3 and Mk4. Maybe Kevin Hilleard 
(page 73) can confirm this? 

I was still working over Shap 30 years later, 
but by then was driving ex-Ribble stage 
carriage service buses, both single and 
double-deck. My depot, Kendal also helped 


on a National Express route, running from the 
Lake District to Sheffield, via Manchester, and I 
relieved on that service, using Plaxton-bodies 
Volvo B10 coaches. The designated route 
between the two cities was via the A628 over 
Woodhead, and that's where I think the shot of 
the Mercedes-Benz 1619 artic could have been 
taken. She seems to be tackling the final stage 
of the climb heading east. 

The Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust's open 
days are always worth a visit, especially the 
weekend event in the autumn, as shown of 
page 59, if only to view the liveries which 


seldom, if ever, appeared'South of The Border'. 

I was especially pleased at last year's event to 
see the machine shown in photo no 2. Until a 
few years ago, I didn't know of the existence of 
FVA 854, but the late Fred Tuer mentioned to 
me that she had spent some time in the 1950s 
in his family's fleet (Tuer's Motors of Morland, 
near Penrith), which also ran Albion lorries. 

Fred also said that he believed she had never 
run for Western SMT, the choice of livery being 
decided by the owning group. Nevertheless, 
she looks superb in Western colours. 

Alan Wilson, Kendal 


ERF ON MOW COP 

R Benstead of Dagenham sent us a 'cutting' 
from the November 17,1950 issue of 
Commercial Motor, with regard to the 
picture of the ERF climbing Mow Cop in 
Scenes Past in issue 221. This was part 
of a road test of an ERF 66 EA 'Overseas' 
six-wheeler, loaded to 21T6 tons gross. 
Apparently, bets were on the vehicle would 
run away down the hill, and locals gathered 
in force outside the Railway Inn, where the 
gradient changes from 1 in 5 to 1 in 3.8, 
which had defeated many vehicles in the 
past. Here the driver changed from second 
low to bottom gear and they were surprised 
and impressed that the lorry pulled away. 
The Bristol car seen in the background of 
the picture was being driven by Edwin 
Richard Foden, along to see fair play. The 
tester concluded that he had driven 100 
miles in the ERF and had enjoyed every 
minute, although it seems the load shifted 
slightly on the downhill run... 
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THE VINTAGE RALLY SCENE - THE VIEWS OF A1980S RALLY STALWART 


I have recently been introduced to your 
excellent magazine, and while reading 
through past copies, was interested to learn of 
your reader's negative experiences as a visitor 
to historic vehicle rallies. Without wishing 
to labour the point, I would like to add my 
comments. 

I have attended vintage vehicle rallies as 
an exhibitor since the early 1980s, and have 
recently been joined by a friend, Nick Marshall, 
of Chelmsford, with a 1952 American lorry, a 
White Motor Co WC20. We both enjoy these 
events, and spend a great deal of time and 
effort preparing our vehicles, so they look their 
best on the day. 

My car is a March 1963 Morris Minor 1000 
two-door saloon, 1098cc OHV model that 
I have owned since 1982, and restored 




myself in my parents' back garden between 
then and 1984. 

Both vehicles always attract a great deal of 
interest, and people like to know all about 
them, which is why we display the answers to 
'FAQs'on rally boards. We spend much of the 
day chatting to both visitors and other owners, 
and are happy to do so, however, we also 
want time to look at the other exhibits, the 
autojumble and the trade stands. 

So, whilst I sympathise with your unhappy 
reader, it's unreasonable to expect owners to 
remain with their vehicles all day. We attend 
these events at our own expense, and make 
every effort to contribute to their success, 
however, visitors must appreciate that it's our 
day out too! 

Suzanne Evans, Chelmsford, Essex 



VANS,TVW AND ERF 

A little feedback for you from Vintage Roadscene 219. On page 
17, picture 1 shows a Bedford TK Luton van of Chaircraft, Hanley, 
Stoke on Trent. Attached is a photo of its predecessor, a BMC FFK 
(not sure if its an Austin or Morris). It is interesting to note that the 
body is almost identical, so may be another from Whitacres, the van 
was parked near the factory and if you look closely it was actually 
forming part of the factory wall! None of the buildings exist today 
and part of the'Potteries Way'the inner ring road passes over this 
spot. 

On page 67 and as a follow up to my reference to the TVW, Adrian 
Cypher has been kind enough to send in a photo of another of Fred 
Chappell's TVW tippers, interesting to note the same engine as the 
Rush Green one was chosen, a Rootes TS3. Thank you Adrian! 

Moving on to page 73 and Colin Barker's photo took in Newcastle 
shows an ERF of McEwans. Colin suggests this is a VType of which 
it is not, it is either a Cl but more likely due to assessing the scale of 
the draymen it is an LK44. 

Scottish Brewers had a lot of these small economical lorries 
including the later examples with the KV cab, one of which I 
owned and restored. The Gardner 57 bhp LK engine was a light 


four cylinder engine and at the time was also the fastest revving 
Gardner produced at 2,100 rpm! I trust you'll find this interesting. 

Carl Johnson, via e-mail 
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HENRY LONG 

Following the article on Henry Long, a vehicle is preserved in the company's livery. PDA 
185F is a 1967 Albion Super Clydesdale which, when new, was fitted with a platform 
body, for a farmer, S Meanly from Brewood, Staffordshire, registered new on 11.08.67 at 
Wolverhampton. 

I saw it in a Scottish rally in 2008, in the livery of Harris & Miners. It then passed to the late 
Graham Bailey, who cut it down and converted it to a tractor unit. Following his death, his 
fleet was sold at auction and PDA 185F was bought by the current owner, Andrew Caygill 
from Huddersfield. Now fully restored in red and yellow in the name of a now long gone 
Bradford haulier, Henry Long Transport, fleet number 56 and named Poppy. The lorry 
has had four wheelbase changes in total, shortened as a dropside, then lengthened and 
shortened again to a tractor unit. 

Roy Dodsworth, via e-mail 
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TILLING-STEVENS 

ELECTRICS 

In 'A Fleeting Glimpse?', in issue 218, 
page 36, you ask whether any Tilling- 
Stevens 2 Vi ton battery electric 
trucks were built. 

The following are known: 

■ R White & Company (of lemonade 
fame), CGO (or CGD) 699, fleet 
number El; 

■ Newcastle Co-operative Society, 

JTN ???; 

■ Batey & Company (Muscado 
Mineral Waters), fleet number 58. 

All three were fitted with platform 
bodies. 

■ Midland Counties Dairy, 
Wolverhampton, DDA 864/5 (March 
1941) and DJW 787 (December 

1943), fleet numbers not known. 

The trio were fitted with dropside 
bodies. 

■ GKT 716 (reg 28/7/42) received 
a fully-fitted ambulance body and 
was retained byTilling-Stevens as its 
works ambulance. 

There are certain to have been 
others, although I suspect that the 
total production figure was low, 
perhaps around the 50 mark. 

I hope this is of some interest. 

Paul Gray, Transport Museum, 
Wythall 

v_ J 
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MORE • 1970S TRACTOR UNITS • BEAUTIFUL BODIES 
AND ALL THE USUAL FEATURES 

JUNE 2018 ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY, MAY 18TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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JAGUAR buy BRITISH TRAILERS 
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BROCKHOUSE 



16 Tons (nominal) Payload 
Tandem Axle Chassis 
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The adaptability of FOUR-IN-LINE 
equipment makes it ideal for ell 
forms of load transport. 
More miles per gallon—more 
miles per tyre, together with 
thought and skill in design 
make FOUR-IN-LINE Semi-trailers 
outstanding value. 
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seml-lrailers 

10% extra M.P.G. and extended tyre life 
resulting from the lowest tractive 
resistance (28 lb. per ton) 
give a substantial saving in operating costs. 
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N o, it's not pantomime season, 
but I thought we'd give a brief 
thought to that often forgotten 
item of transport hardware, the 
trailer. But where would we be 
without them? 

Malcolm has commented several times lately 
in his 'Body Language' issue of Road Haulage 
Archive and Vintage Roadscene that, compared 
with the information available on lorry chassis, 
there is little available on the bodies fitted to 
them. The same tends to be true of trailers. 

With the exception of a few trailer 
manufacturers, over the years, far fewer press 
releases and pictures have been sent out with 
details of the trailers shown than the tractor 
units pulling them. And that's a large part 
of the material we rely on for our magazine 
articles. 

I just happened to be looking through The 
Commercial Motor dated January 24 1964, and 
noticed a number of adverts from semi-trailer 
makers, now all names from the past. This was 
when articulation was coming to the fore for 


maximum weight vehicles, boosted by the 
changes in the Construction & Use Regulations 
at the time, which probably accounted for extra 
advertising. 

First off, we have an ad from the British Trailer 
Company - usually known as BTC - based in 
Trafford Park, promoting the'Four-In-Line', for 
which it held the'Trade Mark', although we 
often use it as a generic term, like 'Hoover'or 
'Tautliner'. The ad shows the classic use of a 
customer endorsement, by showing a picture 
of a Guy Invincible of Jaguar Cars with a BTC 
trailer. 10% extra mpg and 100,000 miles tyre 
wear are claimed from the lowest tractive 
resistance of the twin oscillating axle set-up on 
the trailer. 

Next up, it's Brockhouse of West Bromwich, 
showing a platform-bodied 16 tons (nominal) 
payload tandem-axle chassis, quite an 
achievement within the 24 tons Gross 
combination Weight allowed at the time. The 
tough but light Brockhouse trailer, with 'non¬ 
reactive bogie', with six point attachment and 
'anti-hop'linkage, choice of braking systems 


and minimum maintenance was said to offer' 
a max load semi-trailer with a specification to 
satisfy the most selective operator'. 

Boden Trailers, of Royton, Olham, make 
'superlative - yet competitively-priced'semi¬ 
trailers. It is suggested that readers send for 
literature on its products, while showing 
another customer's vehicle, a step-frame 
single-axle van trailer, with an Austin FFK or FH 
tractor unit forTimpson Shoes. 

Then there is the Northern Trailer Co of 
Colston Ironworks, Bishopbriggs, Scotland, with 
a 23 ft long tandem semi-trailer, with two line 
air brakes, 900x20 tyres and a Murfitt bulk grain 
self-motorised (it would have a'donkey engine') 
tipping body. Once again, it's in an operator's 
livery, Kelman ofTurriff. 

Lastly, we have a rather wordy ad, telling us 
'everything you need to know about Scammell 
semi-trailers'. It says there are over 600 
Standard Scammell Semi-trailers in the range - 
and that seems to be plus specials... The basic 
range from the Watford manufacturers are 
listed as Fifth Wheel: flat, sided, bodied, Univan, 
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Fourtrak, frameless tank, tipping, special; M H 
(Mechanical Horse) Automatic: with a similar 
list of options; 24 Tons GVW: again with several 
versions; and Low -loader Machinery Carrier: 
with 20,25 or 30 -tonners. 

There is a list of Running Gear: Scammell 
single axle; Scammell 'Fourtrak', twin transverse 
oscillating axles; Scammell tandem-axle bogie, 
including air or rubber suspension, available 
to tank and body manufacturers separately. 
Tractor conversions, to both fifth-wheel and 
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TRAILER CO. LTD. 

COLSTON IRONWORKS 
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MURFITT BULK GRAIN 


SELF MOTORISED 

TIPPING BODY 


on Tamiciri Seml-TraUer23ft. x 
1 ft. 10 in, X 4 ft. 6 ins. deep, 2 line 
air brakes, 400 x 20 14 pip tyres. 


automatic coupling gear are offered for all 
makes of four-wheeled tractors. 

Other equipment offered includes Scammell 
automatic to fifth-wheel adaptors for mixed 
fleets, Scammell Standfast automatic coupling 
trailers with fifth-wheel landing legs and a 
two-position adjustable king-pin. It seems 
true that'If you've got a load to move - get a 
Scammell'. The customer endorsement is there 
again, with a picture of a 'Fourtrak'-equipped 
trailer behind an AEC Mercury of LT Redburn 
Ltd or Enfield. 


It seems there is a lot more to artic trailers 
than a lot of us might think, so perhaps we 
should give them a little more attention. They 
are, after all, the part of the vehicles which 
actually carries the load in so many cases... 

The ad on the cover shows a nice colour 
picture of an AEC Mandator Mk V of J & A 
Smith of Maddiston, which links in with our 
latest Road Haulage Archive issue on 'Well- 
Known Names', previewed elsewhere in this 
magazine, which includes a section on the 
'Smith for Service'fleet. 
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H. J. Pugh & Co. 


LEDBURY 
01531 631122 
www.hjpugh.com 






LEDBURY SALEROOMS HR8 2AQ 
VINTAGE, CLASSIC AND LATER MOTORCYCLES, MINI CARS 

AND SPARES 


SATURDAY 6TH MAY. Catalogue online 


SATURDAY 19TH MAY. 

Catalogue online. Auction live and online for principal items. 


SATURDAY 26TH MAY 10AM 

If you have a single item or whole collection to sell please contact us. 

Pre sale appraisal available. All enquiries treated in strictest confidence. 

Follow our website for up to date information. Free Catalogue subscription and email sale notification service. 

Follow our website for up to date information. 

ON SITE PRE SALE ADVICE AVAILABLE. SINGLE ITEMS AND WHOLE COLLECTIONS DEALT WITH. 

ALL ENQ UIRES TREATED IN CONFIDEN CE, www.hjpuqh.c o m 


HAZLE MEADOWS AUCTION CENTRE, LEDBURY H8R 2LP 

M50 junction 2 only 4 miles. First annual collective sale of 

VINTAGE AND CLASSIC COMMERCIALS, PLANT, 
TRACTORS, SPARES 


By instruction of Exors of Lawson Pritchard deceased 

LOWER BRYN FARM, LONGTOWN, HEREFORD 

The entire collection of barn find and hedgerow 

TRACTORS, VEHICLES, IMPLEMENTS AND SPARES 



























